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Homecoming Sunday
September 10, 2017, 10:30 a.m.

From your summer vacations and time away,
you are invited to come “home”’.
We are inviting the congregation to make a special effort to be in worship on this day
as we begin our program year together.

A new photograph of the congregation will be taken
for the cover of the new Photo Directory.

Church begins at 10:30 a.m.
Children leave for Sunday School during the service

Join us for a picnic afterwards
Bring a side dish to share.

Everyone welcome!
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Pastoral Reflections
The Reverend David F. Peters, Minister

When you look at our last photo directory, you can see how out of date it is. Some have
died, others have moved or left the congregation. More importantly, there are many new
faces who aren’t in that directory. And let’s face it, when you don’t know or remember
someone’s name, where do you go —to the directory (or the minister) to find out!

So the Church Council has decided to have a new directory published.

We need YOU to make our directory complete! To celebrate our church family and
strengthen the bond within our congregation, we welcome you to be a part of our
upcoming new directory.

Our new directory:
* Preserves this special time in the life our church
* Becomes a lasting record of our current membership
* Helps us connect faces with names

We are partnering with Lifetouch for this important project. Lifetouch provides the directory at no cost to our

church. Every family photographed receives a complimentary directory and an 8x10 portrait. You can sign up

for photography online at our church website at www.roxburychurch.org or by calling our office at 860-355-
1978.

PHOTOGRAPHY DATES:
Sunday, September 24, 1-8 p.m. Monday, September 25, 2- 9 p.m.
Wednesday, October 4, 2-9 p.m. Thursday, October 5, 2-9 p.m.

For your convenience, all photography and portrait viewing will take place at our church with NO sitting fee.
You will have a variety of poses taken. One pose will be selected for the directory. In addition to your
complimentary 8x10, you will have the opportunity to purchase additional portraits on the day of your portrait
session. Lifetouch’s portrait price lists are available in the church office for those would like them prior to
photography. Your photography session will take about an hour, during which time you will check-in, be
photographed and view your portraits.

Be sure to take advantage of the opportunity to be professionally photographed. We are looking forward to
seeing you in our directory. I am encouraging 100% participation!

We will need a few hosts for each photography session. If you are willing, please speak with Rev. Peters or
David Lincicome.

See you at Church!
With Gratitude and love, Da)v{,d/

NOTE: We will be taking a photograph of the entire congregation on the front steps of the church on Sunday
September 10 after worship. Please make an effort to be there and be included. Don’t be left out of the picture!

P.S. Remember that I am continuing to hold “Olffice Hours in the Community”
on Wednesday mornings at the Roxbury Market from about 8:00 a.m. until 9:30 a.m.
Grab a cup of coffee and join me for this ministry in the community.
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congratulations

Congratulations to Jeannie Steers, whose 3D
artwork was featured at the Oxford Baking
Company throughout the month of August. One of
her works graces the front of our Sanctuary. Her
company, Steers Studios provides website design,
graphic design, and illustrations for small to mid-
size companies.

thank you

...to the Steers family for hosting our Church
Summer Party at Bantam Lake.

Many thanks to our substitute preachers and lay
people who filled the pulpit this summer during
Rev. Peters’ vacation: Rev. Des Desmond, Rev.
Shannon Wall, Rev. Anne-Marie Davenport and
David Linicome.

Thanks to our vocal soloists and musicians this
summer: Mark Wolmer, Phair Halden, Janine
Battaglia, Kirk Dulaney, Charlie Stauffacher,
David Lincicome & Vail Barrett and the “Pick-
up” Choir Members.

Thanks to David Lincicome for hosting Sundaes on

Saturday ice cream social events every Saturday
evening during the summer.

Thanks to Nancy German, Diana de Vries and
Alfredo for trimming back and cleaning up the
front of the Parish House and Pat Fraley who
trimmed and cleaned up the front walkway.

Thanks to Sue Stauffacher for organizing and
running our HUGE Tag/Bake Sale August 20". As
always, well done and much appreciated.
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Thanks to everyone who participated in Trivia
Night, July 29. Thank you to Chris Childs for
organizing and Joan Temple and Chris for hosting.
It was another great night.

Thank you also to all those who helped on the Beef
Barbecue on August 26. There are too many to list
here, but so many came out to carry out tasks large
and small to make it a success and a great on-going
community tradition! A special thanks to Chris
Childs who organized the event this year.

Parish Register

Death

Alma Jean Allen died June 30, 2017, age 86 in
New Milford. A Memorial Service was held on July
5, 2017 in the Meetinghouse with Rev. Peters
officiating. Jean was pre-deceased by her husband,
Ray and was active in our congregation until she
moved away. Our prayers and sympathies go out to
her children: Ken, Harriet, Kathryn, and Jane and
their families.

Sharing our Faith Stories

Members of the congregation are invited to share
their faith stories during worship on the third
Sunday of each month. By articulating our own
experience we invite other people to reflect on their
own faith journey and recognize God’s presence in
their lives.

To prepare a faith story, start by answering the
following questions:

*  How do I experience God’s presence in my
life?

* How does the church, or this particular
congregation, help me to recognize God’s
presence in my life?

*  How do I live out my faith, my call to
ministry, in my daily life?

* How did I get to this point on my faith
journey?

Faith Stories are 3-5 minutes in length.
If you feel called to share your story, please contact
Rev. Peters.



Our Stewardship Pledge Campaign
for 2018 begins September 24.
Stewardship Sunday is November 12.

Watch for details!
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New Pictorial Directory in the works
Photo Sessions Sept. 24, 25
and Oct4 &5

This fall, we will be working on a new pictorial
directory of our congregation. Our last directory
was done in 2008. The directory is like a family
album and helps in connecting names with faces.

Each family photographed will receive a
complimentary 8x10 inch photograph and a copy of
our new directory.

You will also have an opportunity to purchase
additional photographs, which make great gifts for
family and friends. The coordinator for this project
is David Lincicome.

There is a sign-up for photo sessions (1 hr.) in
Fellowship Hall. Please mark your desired time
there.

Don’t Be Left Out of the Picture!

Blessing of the Animals

Sunday, October 8
1:00 p.m.
on the front lawn.

Bring your pet(s)
to the front lawn of the church
to receive a blessing.
All of God’s creatures need
and deserve a blessing



SEPTEMBER 3
September 10

September 17
September 24

OCTOBER 1
October 8

October 15
October 22
October 29

NOVEMBER 5
November 11
November 12

November 18
November 23

DECEMBER 2

December 3

December 16
December 17
December 24

December 25

Upcoming calendar

First Sundays = Communion
Second Sundays = Children’s Sermon
Third Sundays = Faith Stories
Fourth Sundays= Mission Moments

Worship, Communion, Food Pantry Collection 10:30 a.m.

Homecoming Sunday, Church School begins  10:30 a.m.
Choir Season begins

Confirmation Class Orientation session 11:45 am.
Stewardship Pledge Campaign begins

Youth Group 2:00 p.m.
World Communion Sunday, Food Pantry Collection
Neighbors in Need Offering 10:30 a.m.
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting 11:45 a.m.
Blessing of the Animals 1:00 p.m.
New Member Orientation 11:30 a.m.
Laity Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
New Member Reception during worship 10:30 a.m.

All Saints Sunday, Communion, Food Pantry Collection  Daylight Saving Time ends
Church Fall Work Day 8 a.m. - noon

Stewardship Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Progressive Supper (adults) 5:30 p.m.

Thanksgiving Day

Country Church Christmas Fair
First Sunday in Advent Worship, Communion,
Food Pantry Collection

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
Victorian Christmas Service 5:00 p.m.

Christmas Caroling to shut-ins & others Noon
Christmas Eve Services:

Family Service of Lessons & Carols 7:30 p.m.
Candlelight Communion 11:00 p.m.
Christmas Day

October Faith Matters

Church Newsletter Deadline for the October issue:

September 15"
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fall
matters

Adult Choir returns

September is a time for resumption of our usual
schedule. This is a great time to join the choir.
Rehearsals are typically once a month, on the first
Wednesday, at 7:30 p.m., and on Sunday mornings
at 9:15 am. This September, the first evening
rehearsal will be on Wednesday, September 6, at
7:30 p.m.

Sandy Kleisner, Minister of Music, provides a
good variety of musical styles, and choir members
come because they enjoy singing. The only
qualifications are a desire to learn, the ability to
carry a tune, and a willingness to take direction.
You are enthusiastically invited. There are
openings in all sections. Come share your voice.
You will be welcomed.
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Regular staff hours resume
The beginning of September marks the return of
Reverend Peters’s regularly scheduled office hours.

Nancy Glover will be in the office on Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays from 9:30 — 12:30 p.m.

youth
matters

L .

Our Youth Group will have its first meeting on
Sunday, September 24 at 2 p.m. at the church.
The Youth Group is open to all young people in
grades 6-12.



) There will be an
Conﬁn"atwn orientation meeting for
Class those in ninth or tenth
grade and their parents on
e ——s Sunday, September 17 at
11:45 a.m. after worship in
the Church Library. The
— Confirmation process is
@]} for those in grades nine
<> and above who wish to
learn more about their faith, the church, and how it
impacts their adult life. The first half of the
sessions will involve meeting weekly with an adult
member of the congregation and the second half,
next spring, will involve meeting with Reverend
Peters and attending worship services at different
churches, a synagogue and a mosque. The
Confirmation service will be on Pentecost Sunday
next May. Please speak with Rev. Peters with any
questions.

Church School

Church School begins on Sunday, September 10 at
10:30 a.m.

Our curriculum focuses on learning biblical stories
and basics for our younger children.

We have found that with the challenge of
scheduling church schoolers each week, a back to
basics approach to learning about the bible is
needed.

We will once again use, Holy Moly! It is a great
curriculum with DVD bible story starters. Last
year’s teachers liked the ease of preparation and the
way the children responded to it.

Another consideration was the ease of teaching so
that one doesn’t have to be a biblical scholar or
experienced teacher to help nurture our children in
our care.

We are seeking individuals to teach in two-week

blocks beginning on September 10. If you feel
called to this work, please speak with Rev. Peters.
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ongoing

Community Yoga

Tuesday mornings

9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Fellowship Hall, $10

50% to Roxbury Fuel Assistance

Join Suzanne Fitch as she shares her passion for
yoga. Suzanne has been teaching yoga for more
than 15 years. She completed her 200-hour yoga
teacher training last year. She has studied with
various teachers in the area and has taken
workshops with nationally-recognized teachers.

Suzanne wants to share her passion of yoga with the
community. She teaches a dynamic flow style that
is accessible to all. The class will increase your
flexibility and strength and calm your mind.

When you attend, please bring a yoga mat and
water. Wear comfortable clothing you can move in.
The suggested donation for the class is $10. The
class meets for 90 minutes on Tuesdays from 9:30
to 11 a.m. in our Fellowship Hall.

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, September 9, 8 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

The Men’s Fellowship breakfast is held the second
Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in Fellowship
Hall. All men of the Church are welcome to come
for great hospitality, food, and lively, informal
discussions and stories. Kitchen talk begins while
the meal is being prepared around 7:30 a.m.

The Men’s fellowship group is the sponsoring
organization for our annual Juried Art Show in
June. We are looking to have more invited guest
speakers to inform us of pertinent issues for service
and social justice concerns within our greater
community and to continue our out-reach efforts to
the homeless. See Charlie Meade with questions.



fellowship
matters

Upcoming events include:

Church Picnic, Sunday, September 10

Progressive Supper, Saturday, November 18

Church Membership

1 You are invited to become a member of this
church!

People become members of the Roxbury
Congregational Church from diverse faith
backgrounds and all find here a caring, accepting,
faith-filled atmosphere. Why not take this step of
faith, make a commitment to Christ, and join our
family of faith?

The next opportunity will be Sunday October 29,
during the 10:30 a.m. service of worship. Let us
know of your interest by a call to the Church Office,
860-355-1978.

An orientation meeting will be held today, Sunday,
October 15 at 11:45 a.m. in the Church Library .
Know the joy in belonging!

Save the Date: Oct 14™
Art for a Cause
Loaves & Fishes

Come join us for a silent and live artist-themed
auction Saturday, October 14 from 6-9 p.m. at St.
John’s Episcopal Church on Main Street in New
Milford. This is a benefit for Loaves and Fishes, a
celebration of our communities and fund-raiser for
building the Danny Straub Community Outreach
Building. Contact Charlie Meade at 860-898-0107
(Cell) or 203-775-1434 (work) with questions.
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Prayer Shawls & Squares

The Prayer Shawl Ministry, begun here in 2009, has
involved a number of people knitting on their own
schedule in their own homes. Each Prayer Shawl or
Square is prayerfully crafted into a warming gift,
given to a person in need, ill, lonely, bereaved or on
a special occasion.

Pocket Prayer Squares are a portable and unisex
version of the Prayer Shawl. There are Pocket
Prayer Squares available in Fellowship Hall for you
to take for yourself, a friend or to be distributed at a
special occasion

If you know of someone who may like receiving a
prayer shawl and is yet to receive one, please fill
out a request form on the Opportunity Table in
Fellowship Hall, or speak with Jan Steers.

If you are interested in creating a Prayer Shawl, or
Square, please speak with Jan at 860-354-7210.
There are easy-to-use patterns available. We are in
need of a couple of Prayer Shawls at this time to
increase our inventory.



