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A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 
We Are a Community Seeking to Share God’s Love! 

 
 

 
 

The Congregation Gathered (remotely) for Worship  
Physically Distanced – Spiritually Connected 

 
May 24, 2020                        10:30 a.m.  

Seventh Sunday of Easter – Ascension 
 

May not a single moment of my life be spent outside the light, love, and joy of God’s presence, and not a 
moment without the entire surrender of myself as a vessel for Him to fill full of His Spirit and His love. 

Andrew Murray 
 

 
God Gathers Us in Community 

We ask all to have to have their computer mics on Mute mode during the service. 
 
Preludes         Sandy Kleisner, Piano 
 
Words of Welcome, Announcements, Pastoral Concerns and Celebrations 

Pastoral Concerns can be shared using the “Chat” function in Zoom 
 
Because we are much more public on Zoom and Facebook we invite people to be prudent in offering 
prayers:  “For First name only, in need of healing”; “For First name only, comfort in grief”  etc.   
You are invited to contact Rev. Peters directly with news of those needing extra pastoral care. 
 

Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 
People:     And also with you! 

greet one another likewise in Christian friendship and peace. 



Introit   
 
Call to Worship  

Leader: We shout for joy  
to God who rides upon the clouds!  
People: We sing praises to our awe-inspiring God,  
before whom the earth quakes,  
and whose abundant blessings provide for all in need! 
 
Leader: God is Sovereign over the earth,  
Defender of the defenseless, and Parent to orphans;  
God creates families for those who are alone. 
People: God leads captives to freedom  
and breaks the yoke of oppression.  
 
Leader: God goes forth before the people, 
marching through the wilderness of their lives,  
bringing forth restoration and justice. 
People: Sing praise to God,  
Rider of the ancient skies,  
who dwells in holiness. 
 
Leader: Proclaim the power of God! 
People: O God, how awesome you are in your sanctuary!  
You give power and strength to your people. 
 
Leader: Let us worship God! 

 
Hymn  # 234    “Crown Him with Many Crowns ”  Verses 1 & 2 
      
Prayer of Invocation and Confession 
 
Assurance of God’s Forgiving Love  
 

God Speaks with Us 
Responsive Reading:   Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 Congregation: Bold     Diane Meade , Liturgist 

1Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; let those who hate him flee before him. 

2As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; as wax melts before the fire, let the 
wicked perish before God. 

3But let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with joy. 

4Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides upon the 
clouds—his name is the Lord— be exultant before him. 

5Father of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. 

6God gives the desolate a home to live in; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but 
the rebellious live in a parched land. 



7O God, when you went out before your people, when you marched through the wilderness, 
Selah 

8the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain at the presence of God, the God of 
Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; you restored your heritage when it 
languished; 

10your flock found a dwelling in it; in your goodness, O God, you provided for the 
needy. 

32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord, Selah 

33O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens; listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty 
voice. 

34Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; and whose power is in the skies. 

35Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel; he gives power and strength to 
his people. Blessed be God! 

 
New Testament Scripture:  Acts 1:6-14   Jesus’ disciples and his ascension 

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that 
the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and 
a cloud took him out of their sight.10While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room 
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with 
certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 
Sharing of a Faith Story 
 
Musical Meditation         Sandy Kleisner 
 
Morning Message         Rev. David Peters 
 

God Listens as We Respond 
Pastoral, Silent Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)  

“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 



against us; And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen.” 
 
Offering 

Offertory Music   
Doxology                        Hymnal   # 46 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below; praise Him above ye 
heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 or Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; Praise God for all that 
love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen.  

Prayer of Dedication  
 

We Depart to Serve God in Our Daily Lives 
Hymn # 720 “O Beautiful, For Spacious Skies” (America the Beautiful) vs. 1 & 2 
 
Benediction and Response   
 
Postlude    
 
Virtual Coffee Hour Follows        
 
We welcome especially our guests online this morning! If you do not have a church home, we invite 
you to consider the Roxbury Church.   
 
We invite you to sign our guest book at https://tinyurl.com/rccguestbook 
 
There are resources for Children on the Church’s website (www.roxburychurch.org) 
 
Looking for bible study resources? Just go to the Church’s website and click on the NURTURE tab. 
 
Roxbury Church sends out emails twice a week, usually on Monday and Fridays. “eFaith Matters 
includes announcements, the Sunday Prayer List, Opportunities to make a difference, and a brief 
Thought for the Day. If you would like to be on the list, send an email requesting it to 
david@roxburychurch.org. This is most helpful during these days of social distancing. 
 

To Keep in Our Thoughts and Prayers 
 We remember in prayers their families and loved ones as well. 

 
Terry Alfson, Diane Meade, Patty, 

Des Desmond, Pat Fraley, Chris, Thomas, David 
Sandy Kleisner’s mother, Beverly, Cory, 

Rev. Peters and family – father death 4/25 
Those affected by or fearful because of COVID-19, 

Those dealing with medical issues 
 

Mission Highlight: Silver Lake Conference Center 
 

Please let the church office know of anyone you would like 
added to this list.  It can be an illness, death or celebration. 

 
 
 



This morning we lift up one of our Mission Partners: Silver Lake Conference Center is our conference’s 
camp and retreat facility in nearby Sharon, CT. Over 2000 children and young people attend week-long 
conferences each summer, learning about the Christian faith and community. 
Summer 2020: Conference have been cancelled for the summer because of COVID-19. Our support is 
needed more than ever! There will be virtual camper experiences offered for those in grades 4-12. 
www.silverlakect.org 

Church Notes 
 

Helping with Sunday Virtual Worship 
If are willing to be a reader, to play or sing, or share a faith story during a Sunday Virtual Worship 

Service, please contact Rev. Peters. These can be pre-recorded. 
 

Mindfulness Meditation Group – Saturday mornings 
The Mindfulness Meditation Group continues to meet online using Zoom each Saturday morning. 

Check out the Church’s NUTURE page for links and more information. 
 

Work Projects around the Church Buildings and Grounds 
We are grateful to those who have been helping out around the Church buildings and grounds in 

these days. We are not going to be able to have a Work Day this spring, so we have listed the jobs 
on the Church’s Home page with a sign up. We are grateful for the projects begun: Raking out and 

mulching of the front gardens, planting of the side gardens,  
and the priming and painting of the handicap ramp. (we need painters) 

 
Donations of Outdoor Flower Plants and Small Bushes sought 

If you have a flower plant or small bush to donate, please speak with Ray Fitch as he coordinates the 
plantings in the side garden at the Church’ Parish House. 203-586-9599. 

 
Looking for ways to be helpful and share God’s Love?… 

- Make a phone call to a neighbor, someone who is older or lives alone to check in on them. 
- When at the store, pick up some items for either Daily Bread or the Roxbury Food Pantry. 

They can be dropped off at Christ Church Parish House Wed. or Fri. mornings. Or for Daily 
Bread inside the front door of the church. Daily Bread has double the number of clients now. 

- If you are healthy and willing to help others with running errands, or some other need, please 
email Rev. Peters at david@roxburychurch.org. 

- Ray Fitch and Sue Stauffacher are collecting items to be donated to 2 nursing homes in New 
Milford to support them as they care for the vulnerable during this time of social isolation. 
They are seeking donations of coloring books, crayons, crosswords puzzles, sudoku books, 
appropriate themed movie DVD’s, CDs of 60 & 70’s music, outdoor solar lights and simple 
lawn decorations, including pts for plants, for outside a resident’s room.  
Donated items can be placed in the marked basket in the Narthex.  

 
Ministers in the World – Members of the Congregation 

The Rev. David F. Peters, Minister                     david@roxburychurch.org 
Sandra S. Kleisner, Minister of Music                   sandy@roxburychurch.org 

Nancy Glover, Church Secretary       office@roxburychurch.org 
Bruce Rossiter, Custodian     office@roxburychurch.org 
24 Church Street, Roxbury, Connecticut  06783-1703 

Church Office: 860-355-1978           office@roxburychurch.org 
www.roxburychurch.org     ~     facebook.com/RoxburyChurch 

 

mailto:sandy@roxburychurch.org


 
 
We have supported the Strengthen the Church offering in the past. Please consider a donation this 
year - the offering date is Pentecost Sunday, May 31. Your gift will nurture and equip disciples to live 
the love and justice of Jesus! More: https://www.sneucc.org/strengthen-the-church 
 
Contributions can be made by check and sent to the church by mail or dropped off in the Narthex. 

https://www.sneucc.org/strengthen-the-church?fbclid=IwAR2HN4hafy6wuRFYZf8EFGldvloCUGTbp8VxSsrXfP_1CpU9IquJHHrOpsE





	A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
	The Congregation Gathered (remotely) for Worship
	Physically Distanced – Spiritually Connected
	May 24, 2020                        10:30 a.m.
	Seventh Sunday of Easter – Ascension
	We ask all to have to have their computer mics on Mute mode during the service.
	Preludes         Sandy Kleisner, Piano
	Words of Welcome, Announcements, Pastoral Concerns and Celebrations
	Pastoral Concerns can be shared using the “Chat” function in Zoom
	Because we are much more public on Zoom and Facebook we invite people to be prudent in offering prayers:  “For First name only, in need of healing”; “For First name only, comfort in grief”  etc.   You are invited to contact Rev. Peters directly with n...
	People:     And also with you!
	Call to Worship
	Assurance of God’s Forgiving Love
	God Listens as We Respond
	Pastoral, Silent Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)
	Offering
	Offertory Music
	Prayer of Dedication
	We Depart to Serve God in Our Daily Lives
	Hymn # 720 “O Beautiful, For Spacious Skies” (America the Beautiful) vs. 1 & 2
	We welcome especially our guests online this morning! If you do not have a church home, we invite you to consider the Roxbury Church.
	We invite you to sign our guest book at https://tinyurl.com/rccguestbook
	There are resources for Children on the Church’s website (www.roxburychurch.org)
	Looking for bible study resources? Just go to the Church’s website and click on the NURTURE tab.
	Roxbury Church sends out emails twice a week, usually on Monday and Fridays. “eFaith Matters includes announcements, the Sunday Prayer List, Opportunities to make a difference, and a brief Thought for the Day. If you would like to be on the list, send...
	Ministers in the World – Members of the Congregation
	We have supported the Strengthen the Church offering in the past. Please consider a donation this year - the offering date is Pentecost Sunday, May 31. Your gift will nurture and equip disciples to live the love and justice of Jesus! More: https://www...
	Contributions can be made by check and sent to the church by mail or dropped off in the Narthex.

