
Roxbury 
Congregational Church 

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 
We Are a Community Seeking to Share God’s Love! 

 
 

The Congregation Gathered (remotely) for Worship  
Physically Distanced – Spiritually Connected 

 
April 5, 2020                         10:30 a.m.  

Palm Sunday 
 

“The places of quiet are going away, the churches, the woods, the libraries. And it is only in silence we can hear the 
voice inside of us which gives us true peace.”  - James Rozoff 
 

God Gathers Us in Community 
We ask all to have to have their computer mics on Mute mode during the service. 
 
Preludes    Sandy Kleisner, Piano 
 
Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 
People:     And also with you! 

greet one another likewise in Christian friendship and peace. 
 
 
Extinguishing of a Lenten Candle  Unison Prayer 
All:  Loving God, there are so many choices before us every day. Choices by our friends, our 
families, our culture, our own past. Some of them encourage the well-being of the earth, 
ourselves, and our neighbors; others are destructive. Help us to distinguish between them. 
May we learn from the choices of Jesus and embody compassion, justice, and inclusion in all 
we say and do. Amen. Amen. 
 
Introit   
 
Call to Worship          

Leader: The way has been prepared. 
People: For the crowds it is the way of celebration. 
Leader: For Jesus it is the way of completion 
People: Amid shouts and waving palm branches, he comes into the Holy City. 
Leader: Open your hearts this day to receive the Savior. 
People: We open wide our hearts and spirits to receive Jesus the Christ. 

 
Hymn  # 192  “All Glory Laud and Honor”  Verses 1 & 2 
      
Prayer of Invocation and Confession    
 
Assurance of God’s Forgiving Love  
 

God Speaks with Us 
Responsive Reading:   Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 Congregation: respond with even-numbered verses 



Psalm 118 
1O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! 

2Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

19Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give 
thanks to the Lord. 

20This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 

21I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 

22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

23This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

25Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 

26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the 
house of the Lord. 

27The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, 
up to the horns of the altar. 

28You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol 
you. 

29O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
  
 
New Testament Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11        

Jesus proceeds into Jerusalem as the people greet him with cries of Hosanna. 
 
Music for the soul 
 
Meditation                      Reverend David F. Peters 
 

God Listens as We Respond 
Pastoral, (spoken concerns and celebrations) Silent Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)  

“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen.” 
 
Offering        

Offertory Music   
Doxology                        Hymnal   # 46 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below; praise Him above ye 
heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 or Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; Praise God for all that 
love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen.  

Prayer of Dedication  



 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 Invitation 
 Prayer of Consecration 
  Leader: … Let us ask God’s blessing upon them.  
  Unison: Gentle Redeemer, there is no lockdown on your blessing and no 
quarantine on grace. Send your Spirit of life and love, power and blessing upon every table 
where your child shelters in place, that this Bread may be broken and gathered in love and 
this Cup poured out to give hope to all. Risen Christ, live in us, that we may live in you. 
Breathe in us, that we may breathe in you. 
 Words of Remembering 
 Sharing of the Elements 
  Leader: Let us in our many places receive the gift of God, the Bread of Heaven. 
  Unison: We are one in Christ in the bread we share. 
  Leader: Let us in our many places receive the gift of God, the Cup of Blessing. 
  Unison: We are one in Christ in the cup we share. 
 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving  
  Leader: …as the Spirit in all places. 
  Unison: Spirit of Christ, you have blessed our tables and our lives. May the 
eating of this Bread give us courage to speak faith, and act love, not only in church 
sanctuaries, but in your precious world, and may the drinking of this cup renew our hope 
even in the midst of this pandemic. Wrap your hopeful presence around all whose bodies, 
spirits, and hearts need healing, and let us become your compassion and safe refuge. Amen. 
 

We Depart to Serve God in Our Daily Lives 
Hymn # 108   “Lift High the Cross”  verses 1 & 2 
 
Benediction and Response   
 
Postlude              
 
We welcome especially our guests online this morning! If you do not have a church home, we invite 
you to consider the Roxbury Church.  We are delighted to also have members of the Oxford United 
Church of Christ, Congregational, join us for worship online. Revs. Karen Jodice and our own Jerry 
Smith are their pastors. 
 

To Keep in Our Thoughts and Prayers 
(Send a note if you wish) 

 
Terry Alfson, Diane Meade, Rosa Farrell, Patty, Diana deVries,  

Des Desmond, Pat Fraley, Thomas,  
Bill – a relative of Bonnie White 

 Jeanne Steers and family mother’s death 3/26 
Colby’ Kalisher and family – niece’s death 

Those affected by or fearful because of COVID-19 
Those dealing with medical issues 

Mission Highlight: Connecticut Food Bank 
 

Please let the church office know of anyone you would like 
added to this list.  It can be an illness, death or celebration. 

 



 
Roxbury Church sends out emails twice a week, usually on Monday and Fridays. “eFaith Matters 
includes announcements, the Sunday Prayer List, Opportunities to make a difference, and a brief 
Thought for the Day. If you would like to be on the list, send an email requesting it to 
david@roxburychurch.org. 
 
 
Looking for ways to be helpful and share God’s Love?… 

- Make a phone call to a neighbor, someone who is older or lives alone to check in on them. 
- When at the store, pick up some items for the Roxbury Food Pantry. They can be dropped off 

at Christ Church Parish House Wed. or Fri. mornings. 
- If you are healthy and willing to help others with running errands, or some other need, please 

email Rev. Peters at david@roxburychurch.org. 
 
This morning we lift up one of our Mission Partners - Connecticut Food Bank allows bulk purchasing 
and receipt of over-stock food stuffs for use in the food pantries across the state. 
www.ctfoodbank.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministers in the World – Members of the Congregation 
The Rev. David F. Peters, Minister                     david@roxburychurch.org 

Sandra S. Kleisner, Minister of Music                   sandy@roxburychurch.org 
Nancy Glover, Church Secretary       office@roxburychurch.org 

Bruce Rossiter, Custodian     office@roxburychurch.org 
24 Church Street, Roxbury, Connecticut  06783-1703 

Church Office: 860-355-1978           office@roxburychurch.org 
www.roxburychurch.org     ~     facebook.com/RoxburyChurch 

 
 
 

In Preparation for Worship 
 

Today, on Palm Sunday we share together Holy Communion in our online interactive worship.  
Before the time of the service you will want to prepare some bread, a slice or a small loaf of any kind 
of bread. In some parts of the world tortilla, rice cake, cassava are used as this element which is 
defined not as a wheat product but as the most common food of the people. Let it be something you 
alone or you with others in your house may break and share. Prepare a cup or cups of juice — 
perhaps grape or cranberry — or wine, with or without alcohol.  
 
Set these elements in the living room or kitchen where you experience worship electronically with our 
faith community. Perhaps you want to put them on a lovely cloth or fabric that reminds you of a 
special time or a person deeply connected with you in the communion of saints. Perhaps you will 
light a candle or place a flower or plant or the photograph of someone you wish to bring into the 
circle of faith beside the bread and the cup.  
 
Thank you for your preparation.  
 
This Palm Sunday Communion Service was specifically prepared by Maren Tirabassi for use by churches of 
the Southern New England Conference, UCC. during these days. We acknowledge and thank her! 

mailto:sandy@roxburychurch.org
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