
Faith Matters      page 1     January 2021 

faith matters 
The Roxbury Congregational Church 

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
 

 

 
Vol. 279, Issue 1, January 2021 
 
 
              Church Office, 24 Church Street 

Roxbury, Connecticut 06783-1703 
Church Office:  860-355-1978  

e-mail:  office@roxburychurch.org

Pastoral Reflections 
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I ended my January 2020 Faith Matters column with 

these words: “Happy New Year – I look forward to 

a great 2020!” 

 

Wow! Great 2020! Little did I or any of us know 

that we would be stretched and pulled and pushed in 

new directions because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

What started out as a temporary lockdown turned 

out to be much more than that.  Your church 

leadership and I sought the best advice we could in 

this “build it as you fly” situation. None of us, 

church leadership, colleagues, or I had ever made 

these kinds of changes. 

 

My priority for this has been communication, 

continuing to touch base with our members, 

particularly those who are in vulnerable situations 

or poor health, and keeping touch through worship 

and ritual. 

 

I want to thank you for giving me the latitude and 

resources to make changes and adapting to an 

online worship presence. We learned a lot. 

 

After a while I came to realize that what was need 

the most was a sense of hope. That we could make 

it through this if we followed the health and 

governmental experts and remembered that the 

church was not dead, but changed.  

 

 

You reached out and are continuing to 

reach out. The Deacons, on your behalf, wrote notes 

and make calls with a lot of positive feedback. 

 

A number stepped up and sang as “Cantors” during 

worship. Sandy brought in some wonderful guest 

singers. 

 

In spite of the lack of in-person worship for a 

majority of 2020, your offerings still flowed in and 

removed a worry of a financial crisis. 

 

One of the many things that I have found to be 

hopeful is that this congregation can adapt, it can try 

something new, it can reach out, and it knows in its 

gut that this church, Roxbury Congregational, is not 

about ourselves but about a wider world.  

 

And for this I am hopeful and grateful. 

 

I would be less than honest if I didn’t say that I miss 

seeing you, giving your hand a shake or a warm 

embrace as your pastor and friend. Those days will 

return. In the meantime, I know that it is for the best 

and your best. 

 

In Christ’s spirit, 

David 

 

 

 

Continuing Testament 
Extravagant Welcome 

Changing Lives 
 

mailto:office@roxbury
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thank you 
 

Christmas Fair  
Once again, a great success thanks to everyone who 

helped: organizers, workers, donators, shoppers, 

cashiers, servers, decorators, those who helped to 

set up and clean up. Too many to name and we 

don’t want to leave anyone out… 

Thank you, thank you, thank you ONE AND 

ALL!!   

 

Santa Fund 
Thanks to Diana deVries and Heidi Neff for 

organizing the Santa Fund.  Thanks to everyone 

who bought, sorted and bagged gifts to deliver to 

the New Milford Social Services Agency.  We 

collected over $200 for Christmas Meals and Books 

as well as warm hats, gloves and socks. We are 

happy to have helped make Christmas brighter and 

more enjoyable for many families, thanks to your 

spirit of giving.  

 

Advent & Christmas Appreciation  
Thank you 

- to those who helped decorate the Meetinghouse 

for the Christmas season including Bill Steers and 

Rich Wilhelm for the window candles 

- to those who read during the Christmas Eve 

service.  

- to those families and individuals who lit the 

Advent and Christ Candles 

- to the Cantors and soloists who sang so beautifully 

- to Sandy Kleisner for all the extra efforts to 

coordinate the music and rehearse. 

- to Nancy Glover for all the behind the scenes 

things that need to happen to have a successful 

Christmas time. 

- to those who donated poinsettias which decorated 

the Meetinghouse 

- to those who generously donated Christmas Eve to 

the Minister's Discretionary Fund - used to help 

those in need and for special ministry opportunities. 

- thank you to Bruce Rossiter for working to have a 

clean and attractive church. Do some deep cleaning 

while the building is not being used as much. We 

appreciate all that you do behind the scenes!  

 

Christmas Caroling 
- thank you to those who sang – socially distanced 

so they could be videotaped for our carol video, 

bringing holiday cheer to those who might need it. 

The carols can be viewed on the church’s YouTube 

webpage: https://tinyurl.com/RoxburyCyoutube 

 

In-Kind Giving  
We are blessed to have a number of businesses who 

help out the church by the donations of their 

services or time. We would encourage you to 

support these businesses as well as all of our church 

member businesses. They include: 

 

Earth Artist Excavation (Roxbury Garage – Sparky 

Lowe and sons) who plow our snow 

Kevin Dumas CPA – who oversee our financials 

Frank White – who mows our lawns and cleans up 

debris. 

Lord Tree Service (Jonathan Lord) for doing tree 

work around the property. 

Also thanks to David Lincicome who brings the 

church garbage to the transfer station each week. 

 

 

Peace Candle travels to Roxbury 
Charlie Stauffacher delivered the Peace Candle to 

the Roxbury Church just before Christmas and it 

was used to light the Christ Candle for the 

Christmas Eve service. For those who are not aware 

of this program, here is some background 

information: 

It is a flame that originated in Bethlehem, and has 

been shared hundreds of times across our country 

and throughout the world.  

Each year, a child from Upper Austria fetches the 

light from the grotto in Bethlehem where Jesus was 

born. The light is carried in two blast-proof miners’ 

lamps on an Austrian Airlines jet from Tel Aviv 

Israel to Vienna Austria from where it is distributed 

at a Service of Dedication to delegations from 

across Europe who take it back, with a message of 

Peace, to their own countries. Austrian Airlines then 

flies the miners’ lamps containing the Peace Light 

from Bethlehem to New York City. 

The candle was also used to light the candles we use 

each Sunday for worship. So the message of peace 

continues on!  
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information  
matters 

 

A few ways to be informed about the life of your 

church here in Roxbury: 

 
Faith Matters 

Our church newsletter is mailed monthly to those 

who subscribe. Or you can pick it up in the Narthex 

(entrance) or in Fellowship Hall. It is also available 

at the Roxbury Market. 
 
eFaith Matters  

We send out an email each Monday with the latest 

announcements, prayer requests and an inspirational 

piece and a Call to Worship on Fridays. Subscribe 

by sending an email to david@roxburychurch.org. 

 
Church Website 

The Church’s website, roxburychurch.org, is chock-

full of information and events. There are resources 

for the journey of life as well as pictures of our 

common life and links to related sites. 

 
Facebook 

Our church’s presence in social media is on 

facebook.com/roxburychurch 

Here you will find another source of information 

and news as well as shared topics of religious and 

spiritual interest. 
 
Meeting Minutes & Reports Board 

This special bulletin board is on the landing just 

outside the Office Library area. On it are posted the 

latest minutes and reports for all committees as well 

as financial reports. 

 

As always, if you are seeking some information, 

please ask, as we strive to be as transparent and 

open as possible. 

 

 

 
 

Light the Steeple in memory 
The Steeple can be lit in loving memory or someone 

or in celebration for a month, we ask for a donation 

of $25 to the Memorial Fund, contact Rev. Peters to 

make arrangements. 

 

Scams are rampant 

Especially among kind, generous people like you! 

Some of these scams involve an email from the 

minister or other church official looking for help or 

donations particularly by buying gift cards.  

 

Neither the Roxbury Congregational Church nor 

Rev. Peters will seek contributions in this way. If 

ever in doubt, do not click on any links and if you 

want, phone Rev. Peters if you have any questions.  

 

Sad that we have to even put this warning out there. 

 

 

Social Media Links 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/RoxburyChurch 

YouTube:  https://tinyurl.com/RoxburyCyoutube 

Twitter:  www.twitter.com/RoxburyChurch 

Instagram:  www.instagram.com/roxburyucc 
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2021 Stewardship Campaign 

 

You should have received in the mail your 2021 

Stewardship Letter and Pledge Form.  If you have 

not already done so, please return your Pledge Form 

as soon as possible so we can begin our planning for 

the year.  Much like your own household, we, as a 

church, need to know what our budget will be for 

the year.  This is dependent on the financial pledges 

of our congregation. 

 

In order to carry out our work in the community, it 

is vital that we have the necessary financial support 

of each and every one of us.  The Stewardship 

Committee asks that you prayerfully consider your 

contribution. 

 

As with your household bills, the easiest, most 

convenient way to contribute is by automatic 

deduction from your bank account.  This costs you 

nothing and ensures the church a consistent cash 

flow to pay our bills.  It ensures that if you are 

away, you don’t have to remember to write a check 

or remember to place it in the collection plate, both 

options if you choose. 

 

If you haven’t made your pledge for 2021, please 

consider it now.  This is the only way our 

congregation is able to carry out our mission and we 

want you to be a part of it.  Please speak Mike 

Wilcox or Colby Kalisher if you have any 

questions. 

 

 

2021 Offering Envelopes Available 
 

Offering envelopes are available for those who wish 

to use them.  They are in a tray in Fellowship Hall, 

numbered and with names on them.  If you do not 

see a box with your name, please take an unlabeled 

box and add your name to the list provided next to 

the number of the box you take.  Any questions, see 

Nancy in the office or speak with Rev. Peters. 

 

Note from the Treasurer: please recycle any 2020 

envelopes.  Do not use them for 2021.  Use only the 

ones for 2021, otherwise, it leads to confusion. 

 

 
 

Silver Lake 
2021 Summer Camp Schedule  
 

On the Youth Bulletin Board near the Nursery 

Room, is the latest listing of Summer Camp 

offerings at Silver Lake. Registration opens on 

January 15, 2021. Some conferences (week-long 

camps) fill up fast!  Scholarship aid is available – 

ask Rev. Peters. 

 
Register and find out more info including a 

downloadable brochure at: 

silverlakect.org 
 

Silver Lake is a wonderful place owned by our CT 

Conference of the UCC and is located in Sharon, 

CT (about 1 hour away) It is an American Camping 

Association accredited -residential camp which 

holds 2 week sessions for youth entering grades 5 – 

12 in the fall. (This is NEW this year and provides 

for a more meaningful experience.) Many from our 

church have attended in the past. Speak with Rev. 

Peters for more information. 

 

There will be an Open House at Silver Lake the 

afternoon of Sunday, May 16.  Details to follow. A 

great way to have a “safe” visit for a potential first-

timer. 
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Upcoming 
 

Annual Reports Due January 15 
The Annual Reports for 2020 for all standing 

committees and officers of the church are due by 

January 15.  This is an important aspect of our 

church governance process.  The reports need to be 

received in a timely manner in preparation for the 

Annual Meeting on February 14. 

 

Please email them to office@roxburychurch.org or 

mail or hand deliver them to the office.  Copies of 

last year’s reports are available in the office if you 

need them for reference.  Thank you!  

 

Annual Meeting  February 14 
Be sure to mark your calendar for our Annual 

Meeting coming up on Sunday, February 14.  This 

is a time we hear the reports of the previous year 

and the nominees for the various openings for the 

officers and boards of the church.   

At this time we are monitoring the status of the 

pandemic as to whether the meeting will be held in -

person or on Zoom. 

 
Nominees Sought 
The Nominating Committee is working to identify 

and contact people to fill vacancies on various 

boards and committees of the church.  If you are 

called and asked to serve, please consider the 

request prayerfully.  You have been chosen because 

you have characteristics appropriate to that position.  

 

The boards and committees are important to the 

mission of our church.  Your dedication can make a 

tremendous impact on the viability of this church.   

If nominated, please make sure you understand and 

are willing to undertake the duties of the position.  

It may be helpful to speak with someone who has 

already held the position to ascertain what is 

expected and ensure that your time will be well 

spent.  

 

The 2020 Nominating Committee includes:  

Chris Childs: cchilds287@gmail.com 

Nancy Callahan rwncallahan@gmail.com and   

and Sue Stauffacher susanjsta@yahoo.com 

 

If asked, please consider prayerfully as we strive to 

fill these positions that expire at the close of 

February 14th’s Annual Meeting.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Meditation Group 
Mindfulness Meditation continues to meet on 

Saturday mornings at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom.  Please 

contact Charlie Stauffacher at 860-354-1274 for 

more information.  Check out the church’s Mindful 

Meditation page for meeting links and further 

information. 

 

  

mailto:office@roxburychurch.org
mailto:rwncallahan@gmail.com
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Roxbury Congregational Church 
Relational Covenant: 

 
Every one of us is an essential part of our church 

community. 

We will open our hearts and minds to one another. 

We will let God’s love flow through us.  

We will focus on God’s word. 

We will speak honestly and respectfully.  

We will speak to principles rather than 

personalities. 

We will seek to do God’s work. 

 

 

January Birthdays 
3 Nancy Desmond 

4 Brett Kibbe 

8 Sandy Kleisner  

8 Linda Ross 

14 Jessica Dumas 

21 Jordan Fredericks 

23  Logan Racz 

24 Des Desmond 

25 Jose (Friend of ChaCha Kansas) 

25 Shawn Childs 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Roxbury Congregational Church has suspended in-

person worship as COVID-19 numbers have risen at 

least through the end of March.  Please worship 

with us online on Zoom or Facebook Live at our 

regular 10:30 a.m. worship time. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Preview of 
2021Calendar  

All events listed are tentative as of 1/3/2021 

– Others will be added 

 

January 10  Epiphany Star Gifts  

February 14  Annual Meeting 

February 17  Ash Wednesday;  Lent begins  

February 21  First Sunday in Lent 

March 12  Red Cross Blood Drive 

March 14  Daylight Saving Time begins  

March 14 One Great Hour of Sharing 

 Offering    

March 28  Palm Sunday 

April 1   Maundy Thursday 

April 2   Good Friday 

April 4   Easter Sunday 

May 3   Ladies Luncheon (tentative) 

May 7   Red Cross Blood Drive 

May 10  Mother’s Day 

May 23  Pentecost    

May 25   Memorial Day Holiday 

    

 

Hopeful but not yet scheduled: (Pandemic affected) 

Rummage Sale – late May 

Art at the Meetinghouse  - June 

Trivia Nights – late spring, mid summer, and mid 

fall 

Spring Church Picnic 

Beef Barbecue – early August 

Tag Sale – Late August 
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mission 
   matters   
Your Mission Donations – Spreading God’s Love… 

This month’s story of sharing… 

 

Microcredit and Savings Project of the CDCC 

Democratic Republic of Congo  

 

Beautiful Congolese bags, clothing, and placemats 

through the Microcredit project of the CDCC (The 

Community of Disciples of Christ in Congo) are 

available to you! In addition to receiving a special 

item made by Congolese artisans, the proceeds 

received through your order will support many 

women, children, and families through microcredit 

initiatives of Global Ministries (UCC / Disciples of 

Christ) partners. Browse these crafts here. 

As the Coronavirus pandemic began to spread, the 

CDCC has been carrying out activities to prevent 

the spread of the virus and to protect those who are 

vulnerable to the virus. Specifically, the Women 

and Family Department of the CDCC has carried 

out grassroots public health awareness campaigns, 

made masks, and prepared spiritual activities for 

women and families to promote the health of 

families. Since March, the Women and Family 

Department trained pastors of parishes in Mbandaka 

and Bolenge on the best ways to prevent the spread 

of COVID-19 and has been working with women to 

be leaders in the fight against this virus. 

 
For several weeks, meetings of more than 20 people 

are strictly forbidden as well, meaning many of the 

women’s microcredit and savings groups were not 

able to gather for meetings. Now, with travel 

becoming less restricted, women in the CDCC 

sewing program, located in Bolenge, have sewn 

thousands of masks to be delivered through the 

CDCC local parishes. The CDCC Women and 

Family Department has delivered over 6,000 masks 

made by women in the CDCC sewing program, as 

well as soap for the protection against COVID-19. 

The wearing of masks remains one of the most 

effective means to avoid contamination, and the 

sewing of masks has helped women in the CDCC 

sewing program, located in Bolenge. generate an 

income during this time.  

 

 

https://www.globalministries.org/handmade_congolese_crafts
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Opportunities to Share God’s Love… 
 
New Milford Homeless Weekend 
Breakfast  
This ministry is on hold as of now because of the 

pandemic. We will let everyone know when this 

resumes. Contact: Charlie Meade 

 

 
Loaves and Fishes 
 

We continue to serve the meal on the fourth 

Wednesday of each month at the Loaves and Fishes 

Soup Kitchen in New Milford.  

 
We are seeking 3 volunteers each time, to help 

prepare, serve and clean up for about 11 – 20 

people.  

 

We have January 22 to staff with 3 people.  If you 

would like to help speak with Michael Wilcox, our 

church coordinator. 

 
 
Daily Bread Food Pantry 
Food Pantry Donations 
Needed 
Food Pantry donations continue to 

be needed as we head into the 

colder seasons.  You are encouraged as you do your 

shopping to fill an extra bag with nonperishable 

food items for Daily Bread.  This Danbury pantry 

serves many working-poor and the homeless ( over 

3000 families!). With the pandemic they report a 

dramatic increase of families coming for aid.  Your 

donations can be placed in the Narthex (church 

foyer) or in the basket in Fellowship Hall under the 

Opportunity Table  

This just another way to share God’s love with the 

world. 

 

At this time, our team is not traveling to Danbury to 

distribute food because of COVID-19.  When this 

changes we will let everyone know. Information, 

please call Sue Stauffacher at 860-354-1274 

 

They are always in need of these popular non-

perishable items: 

• Canned tuna, salmon or chicken 

• Beans (canned or dry) 

• Peanut butter 

• Meal-in-a-can (beef stew, spaghetti & 

meatballs, etc) 

• Soup (especially chicken noodle) 

• Rice (1, 2 or 3 pound bags) 

• Pasta 

• Macaroni and cheese 

• Canned corn 

• Canned vegetables 

• Canned fruit 

• Breakfast cereal (hot or cold) 

• Marinara sauce and canned tomato products 

•  

While their primary mission is to provide food, the 

clients greatly appreciate toiletries and cleaning 

products such as: 

• Shampoo 

• Deodorant 

• Toothpaste 

• Laundry detergent 

 

 

 

So Your Minister Can Help / Support 
 If you are hospitalized and desire pastoral 

support, you or your family should notify our 

minister of the hospitalization as soon as possible, 

by calling 860-355-1978.  With the new federal 

regulations,  he is not able to find this information 

from the hospital.  
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Word & Sacrament for January 2020 
Deacons of the Month: Mike Wilcox & Pat Fraley 

 

First Sunday: Communion – Food Offering 

Second Sunday – Children’s Sermon 

Third Sunday –Faith Story 
Fourth Sunday –Mission Highlight 

 

Underlined scriptures are for Lay Readers 

 

Sunday, January 3 
Second Sunday after Christmas 
Epiphany Sunday 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  

Matthew 2:10-12 

Reader: Pat Fraley 

Cantors: Mark Wolmer, David Lincicome, Vail 

Barrett (Three Kings)  

 

Sunday, January 10 
First Sunday after Epiphany 

Psalm 29 

Mark 1: 4-11 

Reader: Barbara Biafore 

Cantor: Vail Barrett 

 

Sunday, January 17 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 

John 1: 43-51 

Reader: Bill Steers 

Cantor: 
 

Sunday, January 24 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Psalm 62: 5-12 

Mark 1: 14-20 

Reader: Nancy Callahan 

Cantor: 

 

Sunday, January 31 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Psalm 111 

Mark 1:21-28  

Reader: Mike Wilcox 

Cantor: 

 

 

2021 Flower Calendar 
The 2021 Flower Calendar is now posted  

(optimistically!) in Fellowship Hall.  If you have a 

particular date/dates on which you would like to 

place flowers on the altar, please add your name to 

the calendar.  Please write clearly and add any 

memorial or celebratory dedication you wish 

printed in the bulletin.   

 

The Church Liturgical Year 
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Don’t just make a plan,  
make a difference! 

 

Your gift can create a lasting legacy 
For over 200 years people like you have been 

making bequests and life income gifts that have 

helped generations of church people. Just like you, 

shared God’s love to the Roxbury community and 

the wider world. Perhaps this congregation has 

made a difference in your life, provided important 

support and comfort to a neighbor or friend, or 

inspiration that led you to change your life. 

Now you can honor that gift with one of your own. 

By your charitable financial plans including the 

church, you can make a difference in the future of 

the church. 

 

Your church budget is supported, much like major 

universities, by using interest and appreciation from 

their invested funds. This is only possible because of 

the foresight of generous people, like you, adding to 

the Invested Funds of the Roxbury Church.! 

 

Types of Planned Gifts 
 

Gifts through your will 
The Roxbury Congregational Church can be named 

as a beneficiary in your will and you can specify an 

outright gift of cash, securities, real estate of 

tangible personal property. If you estate is subject to 

the federal estate tax, a charitable bequest can save 

significant tax dollars. 

 

Appreciated Stock 
By making a gift of stock you receive an income tax 

deduction and eliminate the capital gains tax. 

 
Charitable Remainder Trust 
You can use under-performing appreciated assets to 

create steady income for the rest of your life. You 

receive a significant charitable deduction and the 

capital gains tax is eliminated. Your trust can be 

professionally managed. 

 
Charitable Lead Trusts 
A charitable lead trust can enhance your ability to 

make larger current gifts to the Roxbury 

Congregation Church and you can preserve assets 

for your family while still supporting the church. 

You can also reduce your taxable income and your 

estate tax. 

 

Gifts of Life Insurance. 
This can be done either by purchasing a new life 

insurance policy or by contributing a policy which 

you currently own, but no longer need. 

Roxbury Congregational Church can be designated 

as the beneficiary of the policy, while you retain the 

right to change the beneficiary at a later date and 

otherwise retain ownership of the policy. 

 

Benefits 
• Tax advantages are substantial, especially on 

appreciated securities and properties. 

• Total income, estate and capital gains tax 

savings and the probate expenses savings 

can come close the amount transferred. 

• Many giving options can assure you of 

income for the rest of your life. 

• Your assets remain in your control during 

your lifetime. 

• You can modify your gift to a particular 

agreed-upon purpose. 

• While unrestricted gifts allow the church to 

allocate funds to areas of greatest needs, we 

can also help you direct your giving to the 

areas where you have the greatest passions. 

 

By making a planned gift to the Roxbury 
Congregational Church,  your generosity will 
live into the future and help ensure that this 
tradition, this faith community, continues. 
 

For more information, please contact Rev. David 

Peters at the Church Office or speak with your 

financial planning specialist. (We have a few within 

the congregation.
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Retail Gift Cards 
Cash cards make great gifts! 

All you have to do is pick out  

which cards you’d like 

and Heidi Neff will order them for you. 

A list is available of local retailers to choose from. 

Some offer as much as 16 percent back for our 

church! Talk to Heidi after worship or call her at 

860-354-3177to get your cards.  

 

It is simply easy, and it only costs you the time it 

takes to see Heidi Neff and purchase a cash card. 

No EXTRA money!! 

 

Example Your $100 gets you a full-value $100 card 

- (church gets a %) 

We have cards available most Sundays or in a few 

days for: Stop and Shop-6%, Big Y-6%, ShopRite-

6% 

Major Retailers including: LL Bean-16%, TJ Maxx 

& HomeGoods-7%, Home Depot-4%, Cabellas-

11% Gap / Old Navy-14% and Restaurants, grocery 

stores across the country...and many more. 

 

See the Kiosk in Fellowship Hall for a complete 

listing and contact Heidi Neff 860-354-3177 to 

purchase your card. There is also an online way to 

purchase and make repeated purchases easy. 

 

Also Stew Leonard’s Cash Cards are available 

from Ray Fitch only. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LaBonne’s Receipts 
A continuing thank you to everyone who 

contributes LaBonne’s receipts to the church.  This 

has been an on-going source of revenue to add to 

our mission funds.  Please save your receipts and 

place them in the wooden box on the table in 

Fellowship Hall.  Questions to Sue Stauffacher at 

860-354-1274. 

 

 

AmazonSmile  
Do you shop on Amazon.com? 

  

 
 

If so, eligible purchases can generate 0.5% back to 

our church.  Go to smile.amazon.com to find out 

more!  There is also a link on the eFaith Matters 

emails and the church’s website: roxburychurch.org 

 

 

 
 

SERRV Shop  
Looking to buy a unique gift and help others at the 

same time?  Try SERRV!  Our shop is open each 

Sunday after worship in Fellowship Hall with 

affordable jewelry, handicrafts, candles, tea, soup 

mixes and so on.  Questions?  Speak with Susan 

Zappulla-Peters. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Church Newsletter Deadline for the February 2021 issue: January 15th 

 

Leadership Listing 
 (All 860- unless noted) 

Ministers: The Congregation 

Moderator: Brian Neff, 354-3177   

Clerk: Patricia Fraley, 868-0051  

Treasurer: Cathy Racz, 799-0180 

Collector: Heidi Neff, 354-3177 

Deacons: Mike Wilcox, 354-8821  

Trustees: Charlie Meade, 354-1274 

Stewardship: Colby Kalisher, 355-8012 

Missions: Barbara Biafore,799-6501 

Fellowship: Jeanne Steers, 354-7484 

Pastoral Relations: Pat Fraley, 868-0051 

Men’s Group: Charlie Stauffacher, 354-1274 

Youth Group: Barb Cover, (203) 788-5823 

Historian: Dale Pinchbeck, 355-4297       

Librarian: Joan Temple, 350-0529 

 

Secretary/Newsletter: Nancy Glover, 355-1978                        

Minister of Music: Sandra Kleisner, 868-9040 

Custodian: Bruce Rossiter  

Pastor: The Rev. David F. Peters,    

        office: 355-1978     home:  355-8830  

          david@roxburychurch.org 
 

  

mailto:david@roxburychurch.org


 

 

Roxbury Congregational Church, UCC        
24 Church Street           
Roxbury, CT 06783                     
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NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2021 

Worship – Sundays 10:30 a.m. online 

We Are A Community Seeking To Share God’s Love! 

Worship on Zoom (link on church website) or Facebook Live (fb.com/RoxburyChurch) 

No Matter Who You Are, or Where You Are on Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here! 

 

 

mailto:office@roxbury
http://www.roxburychurch.org/
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	Pastoral Reflections
	The Reverend David F. Peters, Minister
	I ended my January 2020 Faith Matters column with these words: “Happy New Year – I look forward to a great 2020!”
	Wow! Great 2020! Little did I or any of us know that we would be stretched and pulled and pushed in new directions because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
	What started out as a temporary lockdown turned out to be much more than that.  Your church leadership and I sought the best advice we could in this “build it as you fly” situation. None of us, church leadership, colleagues, or I had ever made these k...
	My priority for this has been communication, continuing to touch base with our members, particularly those who are in vulnerable situations or poor health, and keeping touch through worship and ritual.
	I want to thank you for giving me the latitude and resources to make changes and adapting to an online worship presence. We learned a lot.
	After a while I came to realize that what was need the most was a sense of hope. That we could make it through this if we followed the health and governmental experts and remembered that the church was not dead, but changed.
	You reached out and are continuing to reach out. The Deacons, on your behalf, wrote notes and make calls with a lot of positive feedback.
	A number stepped up and sang as “Cantors” during worship. Sandy brought in some wonderful guest singers.
	In spite of the lack of in-person worship for a majority of 2020, your offerings still flowed in and removed a worry of a financial crisis.
	One of the many things that I have found to be hopeful is that this congregation can adapt, it can try something new, it can reach out, and it knows in its gut that this church, Roxbury Congregational, is not about ourselves but about a wider world.
	And for this I am hopeful and grateful.
	I would be less than honest if I didn’t say that I miss seeing you, giving your hand a shake or a warm embrace as your pastor and friend. Those days will return. In the meantime, I know that it is for the best and your best.
	Continuing Testament
	Extravagant Welcome
	Changing Lives
	thank you
	Christmas Fair
	Once again, a great success thanks to everyone who helped: organizers, workers, donators, shoppers, cashiers, servers, decorators, those who helped to set up and clean up. Too many to name and we don’t want to leave anyone out…
	Thank you, thank you, thank you ONE AND ALL!!
	Santa Fund
	Thanks to Diana deVries and Heidi Neff for organizing the Santa Fund.  Thanks to everyone who bought, sorted and bagged gifts to deliver to the New Milford Social Services Agency.  We collected over $200 for Christmas Meals and Books as well as warm h...
	information
	matters
	A few ways to be informed about the life of your church here in Roxbury:
	Faith Matters
	Our church newsletter is mailed monthly to those who subscribe. Or you can pick it up in the Narthex (entrance) or in Fellowship Hall. It is also available at the Roxbury Market.
	eFaith Matters
	We send out an email each Monday with the latest announcements, prayer requests and an inspirational piece and a Call to Worship on Fridays. Subscribe by sending an email to david@roxburychurch.org.
	Church Website
	The Church’s website, roxburychurch.org, is chock-full of information and events. There are resources for the journey of life as well as pictures of our common life and links to related sites.
	Facebook
	Our church’s presence in social media is on facebook.com/roxburychurch
	Here you will find another source of information and news as well as shared topics of religious and spiritual interest.
	Meeting Minutes & Reports Board
	This special bulletin board is on the landing just outside the Office Library area. On it are posted the latest minutes and reports for all committees as well as financial reports.
	As always, if you are seeking some information, please ask, as we strive to be as transparent and open as possible.
	You should have received in the mail your 2021 Stewardship Letter and Pledge Form.  If you have not already done so, please return your Pledge Form as soon as possible so we can begin our planning for the year.  Much like your own household, we, as a ...
	In order to carry out our work in the community, it is vital that we have the necessary financial support of each and every one of us.  The Stewardship Committee asks that you prayerfully consider your contribution.
	As with your household bills, the easiest, most convenient way to contribute is by automatic deduction from your bank account.  This costs you nothing and ensures the church a consistent cash flow to pay our bills.  It ensures that if you are away, yo...
	If you haven’t made your pledge for 2021, please consider it now.  This is the only way our congregation is able to carry out our mission and we want you to be a part of it.  Please speak Mike Wilcox or Colby Kalisher if you have any questions.
	The Annual Reports for 2020 for all standing committees and officers of the church are due by January 15.  This is an important aspect of our church governance process.  The reports need to be received in a timely manner in preparation for the Annual ...
	Please email them to office@roxburychurch.org or mail or hand deliver them to the office.  Copies of last year’s reports are available in the office if you need them for reference.  Thank you!
	Annual Meeting  February 14
	Be sure to mark your calendar for our Annual Meeting coming up on Sunday, February 14.  This is a time we hear the reports of the previous year and the nominees for the various openings for the officers and boards of the church.
	At this time we are monitoring the status of the pandemic as to whether the meeting will be held in -person or on Zoom.
	Nominees Sought
	The Nominating Committee is working to identify and contact people to fill vacancies on various boards and committees of the church.  If you are called and asked to serve, please consider the request prayerfully.  You have been chosen because you have...
	The boards and committees are important to the mission of our church.  Your dedication can make a tremendous impact on the viability of this church.
	If nominated, please make sure you understand and are willing to undertake the duties of the position.  It may be helpful to speak with someone who has already held the position to ascertain what is expected and ensure that your time will be well spent.
	The 2020 Nominating Committee includes:
	Chris Childs: cchilds287@gmail.com
	Nancy Callahan rwncallahan@gmail.com and
	and Sue Stauffacher susanjsta@yahoo.com
	If asked, please consider prayerfully as we strive to fill these positions that expire at the close of February 14th’s Annual Meeting.
	Roxbury Congregational Church
	Relational Covenant:
	Every one of us is an essential part of our church community.
	We will open our hearts and minds to one another.
	We will let God’s love flow through us.
	We will focus on God’s word.
	We will speak honestly and respectfully.
	We will speak to principles rather than personalities.
	We will seek to do God’s work.
	January Birthdays
	3 Nancy Desmond
	4 Brett Kibbe
	8 Sandy Kleisner
	8 Linda Ross
	14 Jessica Dumas
	21 Jordan Fredericks
	23  Logan Racz
	24 Des Desmond
	25 Jose (Friend of ChaCha Kansas)
	25 Shawn Childs
	IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
	Roxbury Congregational Church has suspended in-person worship as COVID-19 numbers have risen at least through the end of March.  Please worship with us online on Zoom or Facebook Live at our regular 10:30 a.m. worship time.
	Preview of 2021Calendar
	All events listed are tentative as of 1/3/2021 – Others will be added
	January 10  Epiphany Star Gifts
	February 14  Annual Meeting
	February 17  Ash Wednesday;  Lent begins
	February 21  First Sunday in Lent
	March 12  Red Cross Blood Drive
	March 14  Daylight Saving Time begins
	March 14 One Great Hour of Sharing
	Offering
	March 28  Palm Sunday
	April 1   Maundy Thursday
	April 2   Good Friday
	April 4   Easter Sunday
	May 3   Ladies Luncheon (tentative)
	May 7   Red Cross Blood Drive
	May 10  Mother’s Day
	May 23  Pentecost
	May 25   Memorial Day Holiday
	Hopeful but not yet scheduled: (Pandemic affected)
	Rummage Sale – late May
	Art at the Meetinghouse  - June
	Trivia Nights – late spring, mid summer, and mid fall
	Spring Church Picnic
	Beef Barbecue – early August
	Tag Sale – Late August
	Your Mission Donations – Spreading God’s Love…
	This month’s story of sharing…
	Microcredit and Savings Project of the CDCC
	Democratic Republic of Congo
	Beautiful Congolese bags, clothing, and placemats through the Microcredit project of the CDCC (The Community of Disciples of Christ in Congo) are available to you! In addition to receiving a special item made by Congolese artisans, the proceeds receiv...
	As the Coronavirus pandemic began to spread, the CDCC has been carrying out activities to prevent the spread of the virus and to protect those who are vulnerable to the virus. Specifically, the Women and Family Department of the CDCC has carried out g...
	For several weeks, meetings of more than 20 people are strictly forbidden as well, meaning many of the women’s microcredit and savings groups were not able to gather for meetings. Now, with travel becoming less restricted, women in the CDCC sewing pro...
	Daily Bread Food Pantry
	Food Pantry Donations
	Needed
	Food Pantry donations continue to be needed as we head into the colder seasons.  You are encouraged as you do your shopping to fill an extra bag with nonperishable food items for Daily Bread.  This Danbury pantry serves many working-poor and the homel...
	This just another way to share God’s love with the world.
	At this time, our team is not traveling to Danbury to distribute food because of COVID-19.  When this changes we will let everyone know. Information, please call Sue Stauffacher at 860-354-1274
	They are always in need of these popular non-perishable items:
	 Canned tuna, salmon or chicken
	 Beans (canned or dry)
	 Peanut butter
	 Meal-in-a-can (beef stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc)
	 Soup (especially chicken noodle)
	 Rice (1, 2 or 3 pound bags)
	 Pasta
	 Macaroni and cheese
	 Canned corn
	 Canned vegetables
	 Canned fruit
	 Breakfast cereal (hot or cold)
	 Marinara sauce and canned tomato products
	
	While their primary mission is to provide food, the clients greatly appreciate toiletries and cleaning products such as:
	 Shampoo
	 Deodorant
	 Toothpaste
	 Laundry detergent
	So Your Minister Can Help / Support
	If you are hospitalized and desire pastoral support, you or your family should notify our minister of the hospitalization as soon as possible, by calling 860-355-1978.  With the new federal regulations,  he is not able to find this information from t...
	Word & Sacrament for January 2020
	Deacons of the Month: Mike Wilcox & Pat Fraley
	First Sunday: Communion – Food Offering
	Second Sunday – Children’s Sermon
	Third Sunday –Faith Story
	Fourth Sunday –Mission Highlight
	Underlined scriptures are for Lay Readers
	Sunday, January 3
	Second Sunday after Christmas
	Epiphany Sunday
	Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
	Matthew 2:10-12
	Reader: Pat Fraley
	Cantors: Mark Wolmer, David Lincicome, Vail Barrett (Three Kings)
	Sunday, January 10
	First Sunday after Epiphany
	Psalm 29
	Mark 1: 4-11
	Reader: Barbara Biafore
	Cantor: Vail Barrett
	Sunday, January 17
	Second Sunday after Epiphany
	Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18
	John 1: 43-51
	Reader: Bill Steers
	Cantor:
	Sunday, January 24
	Third Sunday after Epiphany
	Psalm 62: 5-12
	Mark 1: 14-20
	Reader: Nancy Callahan
	Cantor:
	Sunday, January 31
	Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
	Psalm 111
	Mark 1:21-28
	Reader: Mike Wilcox
	Cantor:
	2021 Flower Calendar
	The 2021 Flower Calendar is now posted  (optimistically!) in Fellowship Hall.  If you have a particular date/dates on which you would like to place flowers on the altar, please add your name to the calendar.  Please write clearly and add any memorial ...
	The Church Liturgical Year
	Don’t just make a plan,
	make a difference!
	Your gift can create a lasting legacy
	For over 200 years people like you have been making bequests and life income gifts that have helped generations of church people. Just like you, shared God’s love to the Roxbury community and the wider world. Perhaps this congregation has made a diffe...
	Now you can honor that gift with one of your own. By your charitable financial plans including the church, you can make a difference in the future of the church.
	Your church budget is supported, much like major universities, by using interest and appreciation from their invested funds. This is only possible because of the foresight of generous people, like you, adding to the Invested Funds of the Roxbury Church.!
	Types of Planned Gifts
	Gifts through your will
	The Roxbury Congregational Church can be named as a beneficiary in your will and you can specify an outright gift of cash, securities, real estate of tangible personal property. If you estate is subject to the federal estate tax, a charitable bequest ...
	Appreciated Stock
	By making a gift of stock you receive an income tax deduction and eliminate the capital gains tax.
	Charitable Remainder Trust
	You can use under-performing appreciated assets to create steady income for the rest of your life. You receive a significant charitable deduction and the capital gains tax is eliminated. Your trust can be professionally managed.
	Charitable Lead Trusts
	A charitable lead trust can enhance your ability to make larger current gifts to the Roxbury Congregation Church and you can preserve assets for your family while still supporting the church. You can also reduce your taxable income and your estate tax.
	Gifts of Life Insurance.
	This can be done either by purchasing a new life insurance policy or by contributing a policy which you currently own, but no longer need.
	Roxbury Congregational Church can be designated as the beneficiary of the policy, while you retain the right to change the beneficiary at a later date and otherwise retain ownership of the policy.
	Benefits
	 Tax advantages are substantial, especially on appreciated securities and properties.
	 Total income, estate and capital gains tax savings and the probate expenses savings can come close the amount transferred.
	 Many giving options can assure you of income for the rest of your life.
	 Your assets remain in your control during your lifetime.
	 You can modify your gift to a particular agreed-upon purpose.
	 While unrestricted gifts allow the church to allocate funds to areas of greatest needs, we can also help you direct your giving to the areas where you have the greatest passions.
	By making a planned gift to the Roxbury Congregational Church,  your generosity will live into the future and help ensure that this tradition, this faith community, continues.
	For more information, please contact Rev. David Peters at the Church Office or speak with your financial planning specialist. (We have a few within the congregation.
	Cash cards make great gifts!
	All you have to do is pick out
	which cards you’d like
	and Heidi Neff will order them for you.
	A list is available of local retailers to choose from.
	Some offer as much as 16 percent back for our church! Talk to Heidi after worship or call her at 860-354-3177to get your cards.
	It is simply easy, and it only costs you the time it takes to see Heidi Neff and purchase a cash card. No EXTRA money!!  Example Your $100 gets you a full-value $100 card - (church gets a %) We have cards available most Sundays or in a few days for: S...
	LaBonne’s Receipts
	A continuing thank you to everyone who contributes LaBonne’s receipts to the church.  This has been an on-going source of revenue to add to our mission funds.  Please save your receipts and place them in the wooden box on the table in Fellowship Hall....
	AmazonSmile
	Do you shop on Amazon.com?
	If so, eligible purchases can generate 0.5% back to our church.  Go to smile.amazon.com to find out more!  There is also a link on the eFaith Matters emails and the church’s website: roxburychurch.org
	Looking to buy a unique gift and help others at the same time?  Try SERRV!  Our shop is open each Sunday after worship in Fellowship Hall with affordable jewelry, handicrafts, candles, tea, soup mixes and so on.  Questions?  Speak with Susan Zappulla-...
	Church Newsletter Deadline for the February 2021 issue: January 15th
	Leadership Listing
	(All 860- unless noted)
	(All 860- unless noted)
	Ministers: The Congregation
	Moderator: Brian Neff, 354-3177
	Clerk: Patricia Fraley, 868-0051
	Treasurer: Cathy Racz, 799-0180
	Collector: Heidi Neff, 354-3177
	Deacons: Mike Wilcox, 354-8821
	Trustees: Charlie Meade, 354-1274
	Stewardship: Colby Kalisher, 355-8012
	Missions: Barbara Biafore,799-6501
	Fellowship: Jeanne Steers, 354-7484
	Pastoral Relations: Pat Fraley, 868-0051
	Men’s Group: Charlie Stauffacher, 354-1274
	Youth Group: Barb Cover, (203) 788-5823
	Historian: Dale Pinchbeck, 355-4297
	Librarian: Joan Temple, 350-0529
	Secretary/Newsletter: Nancy Glover, 355-1978
	Minister of Music: Sandra Kleisner, 868-9040
	Custodian: Bruce Rossiter
	Pastor: The Rev. David F. Peters,
	office: 355-1978     home:  355-8830
	david@roxburychurch.org
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