
 

 faith matters 
The Roxbury Congregational Church 

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
 

 
Vol. 279, Issue 2, February 2022 

                    Church Office, 24 Church Street 
Roxbury, Connecticut 06783-1703 

Church Office:  860-355-1978  
e-mail:  office@roxburychurch.org

                   

 
In-person worship returns Sunday, February 13! 
 
Pastoral Reflections 
The Reverend David F. Peters, Minister   From 2021 Annual Report 

 

Looking back over the year 2021, one could easily think that we never made it out of 

2020 when we entered the COVID-19 pandemic in the mid-winter not knowing what 

this virus was, hearing about various methods of transmission and adapting as a 

“church-on-the-fly”, sometimes week-by-week. 

 

By early 2021 a choice of vaccinations was rolled out and most, if not all of you, wisely 

rolled up your sleeves and were vaccinated. And then we began to breathe a sigh of 

relief of knowing that we were safer as individuals and as a community, both church 

and town. We began to gather for worship and meetings in-person, we reacquainted 

ourselves with one another and remembered the joy of being in each other’s company. 

We did this wisely with pews marked off for distancing, signing in for possible contact tracing, and of course, 

wearing our masks. Fellowship time was tricky as our masks were lowered and our distances closer as we 

enjoyed once again coffee, tea, and the hosts baked goods and snacks. Some, out of personal preference, 

remained at home participating online for worship on either Zoom or on the Facebook livestream. We 

welcomed new faces both in person and virtually. We sought to make worship participation as inclusive as 

possible with the projecting of the live stream on the front wall of the Meetinghouse so that all could be in 

contact as much as possible. We installed a second camera so that those joining us virtually could have the same 

contact with those in the meetinghouse, more than a picture of the piano, pulpit, Sandy, and me. 

 

And then new variants came on the scene and to our doorstep. We suspended in-person worship again. We 

cancelled Victorian Christmas for the second year in a row and had all our Christmas services as well as Sunday 

worship virtual only. Our worship leaders including singers, lay readers as well as Sandy and I came together in 

the Meetinghouse for worship shared virtually. It was indeed disappointing but we knew that we had to have 

worship to give a message of hope, hold the community together and to remain a witness to God’s everlasting 

love in our community. 

 

I thank our wonderful staff and church leadership for rolling with whatever came along. They put forward their 

best and I am proud of what they accomplished even in uncertain circumstances. 

 

Continuing Testament 
Extravagant Welcome 

Changing Lives 
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The Congregation stepped up as well; envisioning different events that supported the communities desire to be 

together as well as raise funds to support our work and ministry, starting with the new Corned Beef Dinner 

event which was overwhelming popular to the rummage and tag sales, the wonderful in-person Beef BBQ and 

the Trivia Night. The Country Church Christmas Fair was a great success with safely measures in place.  Just 

after, the high infectious Omicron variant arrived and caused us all to go back to distancing and semi-isolation. 

 

As your minister, I have sought to balance your safety along with the call to be a witness to the love of God in 

worship, service, organizational life and in pastoral care and support. 

 

We had an unusually high number of deaths in our congregation this year. As you look over the Church Clerk’s 

Report, you will note those who died and what a loss it has been.  With the pandemic, I was limited in my 

ability to be personally present with many of you, especially at those times.  The phone, text or email became 

the reluctant alternative. 

 

We were blessed in temporal matters with two grants from the State and Federal governments with made up for 

the loss of public fundraisers. We also received a few generous gifts to provide for new pew cushion for the 

Meetinghouse as well as an emergency generator to completely power the church building. That installation was 

in progress at year’s end. 

 

I continue my service outside the Roxbury Church with the Southern New England Conference, as a delegate to 

the national UCC General Synod, Litchfield South Association, Roxbury Ambulance, Roxbury Sr. Housing, 

and Newtown Health District. 

 

I reached the 35-year milestone this past November and while the time has flown by, I am struck by the people 

from this beloved congregation as they have come along side me on the journey. I have been blessed!  My 

thanks as always to my wife, Susan, my partner, honest critic, and supporter. 

 

I'm reminded of an apt bit of wisdom most often attributed to Saint Francis of Assisi:   

"Preach the gospel at all times," he said, "and when necessary, use words." 

 

Here is to 2022 – prayerfully with out masks and continuing our tradition of worship, service and fellowship. 

 

Grace and Peace,          

 David                   



 

 

 
ANNUAL MEETING,  

February 13, 2022, following worship 
 
 

 

 

In-Person and Online 
Notice and Call is hereby given of the 278th Annual Meeting of the Roxbury 

Congregational Church, Inc., of Roxbury, Connecticut, to be held Sunday, February 13, 2022, 

following the morning service of worship, on Zoom for the following purposes: 

1.    To receive Annual Reports from the officers and committees for the year 2021; 

2.    To act upon any such business arising from such reports; 

3.    To act upon the proposed Budget for 2022; 

4.    To receive the report of the Nominating Committee; 

5.    To elect officers, boards, and committees beginning in the year 2022; 

6.    To act upon other such business which may properly come before the meeting.  

To attend, you can just stay on Zoom after worship. 

If you are not attending worship :- Use this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/623572023?pwd=SjBxelI1b3BQZmRjTmM3alc0QnE0dz09 

Meeting ID: 623 572 023  Passcode: 718688 

If on Zoom, we ask that you keep your microphone on MUTE  

when not speaking at the meeting. 

 

All members of the congregation are invited to attend. 

Please speak with Rev. Peters at 860-355-1978, or Brian Neff at 860- 354-3177 

if you have any questions. 

 

thank you 
 

To everyone who continues to bring food pantry 

donations during these cold winter months. 

 

Thank you to these businesses  

for your in-kind donations! 

Please consider using them and be sure to thank 

them for supporting our church: 

 

Kevin Dumas & Dumas & Co. for accounting 

services for the church. 

Frank and Howie White for mowing our lawns at 

the church and parsonage, the spring and fall lawn 

clean up as well as misc. tasks, at reduced rates.. 

Mark Lowe of Roxbury Garage – snow plowing. 

Consider getting your gas from Mark’s Roxbury 

Garage. 

 

         

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/623572023?pwd=SjBxelI1b3BQZmRjTmM3alc0QnE0dz09


 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sunday, February 13 
You are invited to participate and help our youth as 

they raise money and collect food for our chosen 

feed program, Daily Bread. You are invited to make 

a donation by check or on the church’s website 

(roxburychurch.org/org) to support Daily Bread 

and/or drop off a bag of nonperishables in the 

church entrance foyer (Narthex) Join the movement 

transforming Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s 

largest celebration of giving and serving. 

 

 
Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 13  after worship 
Join in our Annual Meeting in the Meetinghouse or  

online after worship on Sunday, February 13.  This 

is a time we hear the reports of the previous year 

and the nominees for the various openings for the 

officers and boards of the church. 

Annual Reports for 2021 will be available on our 

website at: 

https://www.roxburychurch.org/documents-a-

links.html 

 

 

Parish Register 
Funerals / Memorial Services  *=church member 

January 27, 2021: Edwin N. Cady, 84, died January 

22, 2022 in Danbury, CT. A graveside 

service was held at the Center Cemetery 

with Rev. Peters officiating 

 

 

Lenten Study 2022 
A Course in Basic Christianity 
This year, instead of asking you to come out for a 

Lenten program, Rev. David will be posting a 

weekly video each Thursday beginning on 

Thursday, March 3 on Facebook and on the 

church’s YouTube site. The theme will be  

A Course on Basic Christianity. It is based on a 

study Rev. Richard Floyd of Pittsfield, MA. 

To watch, go to 

www.facebook.com/RoxburyChurch  

or the Church’s YouTube page: 

https://tinyurl.com/2s3msr7c 

 

Here is weekly the schedule: 

 

March 3 Session One 

How Do We Know God? 

March 10 Session Two 

How do we interpret the Bible? 

March 17 Session Three 

What meaning do the creeds and the 

doctrines of the Church have for us today? 

March 24 Session Four 

How do we pray? 

March 31 Session Five 

What is Worship? 

April 7 Session Six 

What do Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

mean? 

April 14 Session Seven 

What do the Ten Commandments have to tell 

us about our lives? 

April 21 Session Eight 

What is the church? 

 
For more information, contact Rev. David 

 

 

 
Mindfulness Continues 
Mindfulness Meditation continues to meet on 

Saturday mornings at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom.  Please 

contact Charlie Stauffacher at 860-354-1274 for 

more information.  Check out the church’s Mindful 

Meditation page for meeting links and further 

information. 

 

https://www.roxburychurch.org/documents-a-links.html
https://www.roxburychurch.org/documents-a-links.html
https://tinyurl.com/2s3msr7c


 

 

2022 Calendar  

All events listed are tentative as of 2/4/2022 – Others will be added 

 

February   6  Boy Scout Sunday Worship  

February 13  Annual Meeting in-person or virtual on Zoom after worship. No luncheon  

February 27  Seminary Sunday – Guest Preacher from Andover Newton Seminary 

 

March 2  Ash Wednesday, Lent begins 

March 6  First Sunday in Lent 

March 11  Red Cross Blood Drive 

March 13  Second Sunday in Lent 

March 13  Daylight Saving Time begins 

March 17 St. Patrick’s Corned Beef Take-Away Dinner 

March 20 Third Sunday in Lent 

March 27 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 27 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

 

April 3   Fifth Sunday in Lent 

April 10  Palm Sunday 

April 14  Maundy Thursday Communion Service 6:30 p.m. 

April 15  Good Friday 

April 17  Easter Sunday Sunrise Service 6:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. worship 

April 22  Earth Day  

 

May 6   Red Cross Blood Drive 

May 7   Spring Church Work Day ? 

May 8   Mother’s Day 

May 21  Rummage/Bake Sale, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

May 30  Memorial Day Holiday 

 

June 5   Pentecost Sunday - Rite of  Confirmation   

Spring Church Picnic after worship 

June 5   Strengthen the Church Offering 

June 12  Trinity Sunday 

June 17, 18, & 19 Art at the Meetinghouse   

June 19  Father’s Day  

Choir and Music Appreciation Day 

June 25  65th Anniversary of the United Church of Christ 

 

July & August  Worship time is at 9:30 a.m. 

August 13  Tag Sale,  9 a.m. -2 p.m. 

August 27  Beef Barbecue 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

In the planning: 

Trivia Nights – Late spring, mid summer, and mid fall 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Guest Mission Preacher 
Sunday, February 27 
 
Rev. Ned Allyn Parker, Associate Dean 

At the Andover Newton Seminary at Yale 

University Divinity School will be our guest on 

February 27. We hope you will extend him a warm 

Roxbury welcome! 

 

In his role as 

Associate Dean for 

Institutional 

Advancement, Ned 

is responsible for 

Andover Newton’s 

relationships with 

alumni/ae, donors, 

friends, local 

churches, and 

others. Ned’s areas 

of responsibility 

include development, communications, alumni/ae 

affairs, and knowledge creation & dissemination. 

Ned has experience with and working-knowledge of 

local church ministry. He is a PK (pastor’s kid) and 

a PGK (pastor’s grand-kid) and an MGK 

(Missionary’s grand-kid). Additionally, from 2010 

to 2017, Ned was one of the pastors at Seattle First 

Baptist Church in Seattle, WA, where he was 

ordained in the American Baptist Churches, USA.  

Ned has been committed to nurturing the 

intersection of faith and higher education for many 

years. He was a residence director and multi-faith 

chaplain at Hampshire College and the University 

of Massachusetts. He also worked in student life at 

Andover Newton and was serving as the Associate 

Director of Recruiting, Student Services, and 

Retention at the time of his departure for Seattle in 

2010. In this role, he performed outreach with 

churches and prospective students, while 

simultaneously developing space for community 

interaction around various issues.  

Ned and his dog Lucky like adventures and long 

drives with the windows down. 

 

Lighting the 
Steeple 
 

The Steeple can be 

lit in loving 

memory of 

someone or in 

celebration for a 

month. We ask for 

a donation of $25 to 

the Memorial Fund. 

Contact Rev. Peters 

to make 

arrangements. 

 

The Meetinghouse Steeple lighting schedule: 

 

February: in loving memory of Roger and Claudette 

Guillemette by their daughter Jeanne and family. 

March: in loving memory of Lorraine Felladore 

by Katherine and Bruce Smith. 

April in loving memory of Bucky Lowe and 

Tammy Lowe Hinckley by Pat Lowe. 

 

2022 Stewardship Campaign 

The period of November through January is the 

busiest for the Stewardship Committee, and this 

year was true to form.  With the pandemic this year, 

we had to modify and streamline our campaign and 

sent out an annual appeal letter.  Handwritten thank 

you letters went out to those who responded. At the 

time of this printing, we have reached $134,145.00 

with 62 pledges received. 
 

Offering envelopes for 2022 are available. 

PLEASE discard all envelopes from previous years.  

The numbers on the envelopes are used to credit 

your pledge with weekly contributions.   When old 

envelopes are used and someone else is currently 

assigned that number, the wrong account will be 

credited.  

 

Brian and Mike 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Silver Lake Camp and Retreat 
Center 

223 Low Road, Sharon, CT 

860-364-5526 

 

 
New Name for Silver Lake 

 
Summer Conferences - 2022 

Registrations are now open! 
 

Conferences fill f a s t ! - So plan now or you may 

not be able to attend when or what you desire! 

 

Learn more about summer camp at Silver Lake, 

view the 2022 summer brochure, and look through 

the upcoming sessions 

at https://www.silverlakect.org/summercamp 

 

The Summer Conferences feature week-long 

sessions for those entering grades 4-12 in the fall. 

Also, there are Family Camps- half-week sessions! 

 

Silver Lake provides life-changing experiences of 

God's love in creation! 

Speak with Rev. David with any questions as well 

to apply for a grant from the Church to go towards 

the cost of a session at Silver Lake!  

 

The Camp is American Camping Association 

certified. 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Winter / Spring Silver Lake Events 
coming up 

 

Silver Lake Donor Appreciation Celebration 
 

Join us on Facebook Live for a virtual celebration 

of the generosity 

of Silver Lake donors in 2021! 

Sunday, February 27 at 3 p.m. 

The event will be livestreamed to our Facebook 

page - 

https://www.facebook.com/SilverLakeCT/live/. 

Note: you do not need a Facebook account to attend 

 

 

Maple Sugaring Family Day 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

March 19 or 26 

 

This day retreat is for all ages. 

Tiered Pricing: $50/$40 per person includes lunch 

Families choose the per person price that they can 

afford 

 

From tap to table, experience nature’s renewal and 

its sweet gifts at Silver Lake! 

 

We will tap the camp’s sugar maple trees, collect 

the sap, and boil it over a big outdoor stove 

as we participate in the transformation of sap into 

syrup. 

See firsthand God’s gift of Resurrection in the 

coming Spring. 

 

https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=bea05b46d2&e=adf96e751d


 

 

 
 

2022 Silver Lake Award Celebration 
Come celebrate as Silver Lake honors 

 the Rev. David Peters! 

 

Sunday, April 24, 2-5 pm 

Farmington Gardens 

999 Farmington Avenue (Rt 4) 

Farmington, CT 06032 

 

The Silver Lake Award recognizes someone whose 

life has been visibly shaped by the core values of 

Silver Lake Camp & Retreat Center and who, in 

turn, live their life and faith in a way that reflects 

the formative experiences they have had at Silver 

Lake. This person truly takes Silver Lake home 

with them beyond Low Road.  

 

$60 per person - Register Now! 

 

 

 

 
 
Star Island is one of the nine Isles of Shoals located 

seven miles off the coast of New Hampshire and 

Maine. All are welcome to explore the island for a 

day, enjoy a meal, spend the night, or attend a 

conference. Star is owned and operated by the 

nonprofit Star Island Corporation. 

 

Star has a storied history: in the 1600’s it was the 

busiest fishing port on the East coast. In the 1800’s, 

artists, writers and intellectuals flocked to the 

Oceanic Hotel - one of the last of the original Grand 

Hotels. For the last 100 years, Star Island has 

offered an all-inclusive summer camp experience 

for families and hosted a wide variety of themed 

conferences and personal retreats. 

 
 

Mission 

Our mission since 1915 is to hold and maintain Star 

Island and such other property as the Corporation 

may hold or acquire, as a center for religious, 

educational, and kindred purposes consistent with 

the principles of the Unitarian Universalist 

Association and the United Church of Christ.  

        

 

Vision 

Our vision is to create on Star Island an 

environment that frees all who come to renew 

spiritually, explore matters of consequence, and 

gain knowledge about the world as it might ideally 

be. 

Values 

Star Island was founded on the traditions of 

Unitarian Universalism and the United Church of 

Christ. We strive to contribute to our world by 

providing a sacred and meaningful space for a 

vibrant intergenerational community. Our founders 

believed in liberal religious traditions, and we carry 

on with their mission today. 

 

For more information, go to their 

website starisland.org. For questions speak with 

Charlie & Sue Stauffacher or Nancy Desmond. 

Church Scholarships are available, see Rev. Peters. 

 

www.starisland.org 

https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=151a8eb30c&e=adf96e751d
https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=ce3096c263&e=adf96e751d
http://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=47285ed417&e=adf96e751d
https://www.starisland.org/


 

Missions / Outreach recap 2021 
Provided by Barbara Biafore for the Mission Committee 

In 2021 our $3,600 budgeted funds were distributed as follows: 

• In-state Donations totaling $1,700. 

o Andover Newton Seminary at Yale - $200 

o Association of Religious Communities - $200 

o Brian O’Connell Homeless Project - $200 

o Daily Bead Food Pantry - $200 

o Greenwoods Counseling & Referrals, Hospitality House - $200 

o Roxbury Resident Relief Fund - $200 

o Silver Lake Conference Center - #200 

o The Center for Empowerment and Education (Formally Women’s Center) - $200 

• Other United States locations totaling $500. 

o Back Bay Mission - $200 

o Fuller Center for Housing - $100 

o Seafarer’s Friend - $200 

• National locations totaling $1,400. 

o Church World Service - $200 

o Global Ministries-Child and Elder Sponsorship - $300 ($25 added for administrative costs) 

o Heifer Project - $200 

o Holy Joe’s Café - $200 

o Simply Smiles - $200 

o UCC Micro-loan Program - $200 

o United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries - $100 

This year is especially exciting because our donation to the Global Ministries Child and Elder Project means we 

at Roxbury Congregational Church are now sponsoring a young girl, Vishali, so she is able to continue her 

education. Vishali is in sixth grade and would like to become a doctor. She has two younger sisters and her 

father’s income is not sufficient to send them all to school.   

 

In addition to monetary contributions many of our parishioners have reached out into the community to provide 

hands-on mission work. Due to COVID-19 some of our activities were very limited. 

• Daily Bread Food Pantry is a regular recipient of our help, both in the form of food donated and help 

distributing the food. Sue Stauffacher has been at the helm delivering donated food and finding people 

to help distribute the food. Ray Fitch had an exciting idea this year. He suggested we collect used toys, 

in good condition, to distribute with the food just before Christmas. It was very successful. Hopefully, 

we will do this again next Christmas. 

• We continued our support of Loaves and Fishes Hospitality House, in New Milford, headed up by Mike 

Wilcox. On the fourth Wednesday of each month we prepare and serve a hot meal to the homeless, low 

income and working poor of the area and clean-up afterwards.  

• Our annual Art Show profits were shared with Simply Smiles for their work with the indigenous people 

of South Dakota and their work in Mexico. Charlie Meade spearheads this project each year. 

• Please take a look at the Mission Committee Book “Extending Our Reach” in the Fellowship Hall. It has 

been reorganized and updated to reflect current information. 



 

Hands-on Mission Opportunities 
 

Daily Bread Food Pantry in Danbury – monthly 

distribution of non-perishables. Contact: Sue 

Stauffacher. 

 

Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen – serves a meal 

monthly to approx. 26-30 people. A three-person 

rotating team.  Contact: Mike Wilcox. 

 

Weekend Homeless Breakfast – provides cooked 

breakfast each Saturday and Sunday  in New 

Milford for homeless and working poor – paused 

during COVID. Contact Charlie Meade. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday, January 26, our congregation once 

again met to serve the meal at Loaves and Fishes in 

New Milford. The team which rotates members 

each month is led by Mike Wilcox and serves 

dinner to those who are homeless or are 

underemployed and find having enough food hard. 

We live out Christ's direction by serving others.  If 

you want to help one month on the 4th Wednesday, 

speak with Mike Wilcox. This photo is from a few 

years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rummage Sale Preview 
Our church Rummage/Bake sale will be held on 

Saturday, May 21, from 9:00 - 2:00.  It may seem 

like that is a long way off, but it is never too early to 

begin putting aside your clean unwanted clothing 

and household items.  We take gently-used clothing, 

linens, garden items, plants, small furniture, etc.  If 

you are undecided, you may call Sue Stauffacher at 

860-354-1274 before 7:00 p.m. to ask. 

 

Clothing donations MUST be either on hangars or 

folded in boxes.  Clothing in garbage bags or plastic 

grocery bags will NOT be accepted.   

 

At 1:30, we offer a $5 bag sale - everything you can 

fit into a paper grocery bag for $5. 

 

I know many of you just love to bake, so please 

plan to bake for the sale.  Some people come just 

for our wonderful baked goodies :)  We offer free 

coffee all day. 

 

More info to come as May draws closer. 

Thank you,  Sue Stauffacher  

 

 

Congregational Bulletin Board 
For Sale 
Vintage (around 1975) Rossignol cross country skis 

with bamboo poles.   

Nordic Norm Troll 3 pin ski bindings.--  

Ski's 81” long, poles 56". 

 

The skis are laminated plastic. You may purchase 

boots called 3-pin Nordic Cross Country ski boots 

 

There are two “fur” strips on the bottom, each 3/8” 

x 24” long. The fur lays down when 

going forward, but offers protection if you start to 

slip backwards. There is no molded texture 

on the bottoms and the remaining bottom surfaces 

are waxable There is no metal on the edges 

 $40.  Contact Charlie Stauffacher, 860-354-1274. 

 

 

 

(If you have something to me listed for one month, 

submit an email to office@roxburychurch.org) 



 

 

Painless Ways to Support 
the Mission of 

Roxbury Church 
 

 

                 
 

The Cash for Causes program now being handled 

online thru Scrip until we are back in person for 

worship found  at www.raiseright.com using a new 

and easier way to order cards from Scrips! 

 

Just download the "Raise Right" app 

to your smartphone or desktop and load your 

existing account from Scrip. Currently, the  

Church's Enrollment Code 

is  8F15BD7143454 

 
Your cards are sent directly to you! No longer do 

you have to contact and get cards from the Church. 

AND the church gets a higher percentage of money 

now.  

If you need help establishing and using an online 

account, please speak with Susan Zappulla-Peters, 

the new program coordinator at 860-355-8830. 

 
 

LaBonne’s Receipts 
A continuing thank you to everyone who 

contributes LaBonne’s receipts to the church.  This 

has been an on-going source of revenue to add to 

our mission funds.  Please save your receipts and 

place them in the wooden box on the table in 

Fellowship Hall.  Questions to Sue Stauffacher at 

860-354-1274. 

 

 

 

 
 

AmazonSmile  
Do you shop on Amazon.com? 

If so, eligible purchases can generate 0.5% back to 

our church.  Go to  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-6058265  

and your shopping will automatically support the 

church at no cost to you! 

Bookmark it for future use. 

 

There is also a link on the eFaith Matters emails and 

the church’s website: roxburychurch.org 

 

 

 
 

SERRV Shop  
Looking to buy a unique gift and help others at the 

same time?  Try SERRV!  Our shop is open each 

Sunday after worship in Fellowship Hall with 

affordable jewelry, handicrafts, candles, tea, soup 

mixes and so on.  Questions?  Speak with Susan 

Zappulla-Peters. 

 

**** 

 

February Birthdays & Anniversaries 
10 Regina Kay 

12 Julie Whitney 

18 Brett & Bernie Kibbe (A) 

19 Tiffany Horton 

19 Dawn Collette 

19 Zachary Collette 

24 Matthew Collette 

26 Jean Neff 

27 Diana de Vries 
 

https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=a37c7aab6c&e=7fc903a7e1


 

 

Word & Sacrament for February 2022 
 

Deacons of the Month: David Lincicome & Chris Childs  

Those scriptures underlined are the readings for Lay Readers 

 

 

Sunday, February 6 –Boy Scout Sunday 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany –  

Psalm 138 

Luke 5: 1-11 

Lay Reader: Ronan Mckay -Boy Scout  

Zoom Tech: Barbara Cover 

 

Sunday, February 13  Annual Meeting Sunday 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  

Psalm 1 

Luke 6: 17-26 

Reader:  Jerry Smith 

Zoom Tech: Charlie Stauffacher 

 

 

Sunday, February 20 
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 

Luke 6: 27-38 

Reader: Sue Stauffacher 

Zoom Tech: Barbara Cover 

 

Sunday, February 27 
Transfiguration  - Seminary Sunday 
Guest Preacher from Andover Newton Seminary 

Psalm 99 

Luke 9: 28-36 (37-43a) 

Reader:  

Zoom Tech: Charlie Stauffacher 

 

2022 Flower Calendar 
The 2022 Flower Calendar is now posted   in 

Fellowship Hall.  If you have a particular date/date 

on which you would like to place flowers on the 

altar, please add your name to the calendar.  Please 

write clearly and add any memorial or celebratory 

dedication you wish printed in the bulletin.   

 
 
 
 

 
Worship Service Info 

Roxbury Church suspended in-person worship 

through February 6.  We will return in-person 

worship on February 13th . We will still have 

worship online at Zoom and Facebook Live. 

Fellowship Hour will remain suspended for now. 

 

Please go to our 

webpage roxburychurch.org/worship  

for details on how to participate in worship. 

 

Remember: Wear your mask, wash your hands, and 

watch your social distance! We care about you and 

want you safe! 

 
 
So Your Minister Can Help / Support 
If you are hospitalized and desire pastoral support, 

you or your family should notify our minister of the 

hospitalization as soon as possible, by calling 860-

355-1978.  Federal regulations do not permit him to 

find this information directly from the hospital 
 
If there are any needs that we can help with, Rev. 

Peters is available by phone, email, or text for a 

pastoral ear and support. 

 

 

Scam Alert 

Scams are all about in these days. Especially among 

kind, generous people like you! 

Some of these scams have an email being received 

from the minister or other church official looking 

for help or donations particularly by buying gift 

cards. Neither the Roxbury Congregational Church 

nor Rev. Peters will seek contributions or assistance 

in this way. If ever in doubt, do not click on any 

links and if you want, phone Rev. Peters if you have 

any questions. Sad that we have to even put this 

warning out there. 

https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=381f02b04a&e=7fc903a7e1


 

 

 

 
 

Don’t just make a plan,  
make a difference! 

 

Your gift can create a lasting legacy 
For over 200 years people like you have been 

making bequests and life income gifts that have 

helped generations of church people. Just like you, 

shared God’s love to the Roxbury community and 

the wider world. Perhaps this congregation has 

made a difference in your life, provided important 

support and comfort to a neighbor or friend, or 

inspiration that led you to change your life. 

Now you can honor that gift with one of your own. 

By your charitable financial plans including the 

church, you can make a difference in the future of 

the church. 

 

Types of Planned Gifts 
 

Gifts through your will 
The Roxbury Congregational Church can be named 

as a beneficiary in your will and you can specify an 

outright gift of cash, securities, real estate of 

tangible personal property. If your estate is subject 

to the federal estate tax, a charitable bequest can 

save significant tax dollars. 

 

Appreciated Stock 
By making a gift of stock you receive an income tax 

deduction and eliminate the capital gains tax. 

 

Charitable Remainder Trust 
You can use under-performing appreciated assets to 

create steady income for the rest of your life. You 

receive a significant charitable deduction and the 

capital gains tax is eliminated. Your trust can be 

professionally managed. 

 
Charitable Lead Trusts 
A charitable lead trust can enhance your ability to 

make larger current gifts to the Roxbury 

Congregation Church and you can preserve assets 

for your family while still supporting the church. 

You can also reduce your taxable income and your 

estate tax. 

 

Gifts of Life Insurance. 
This can be done either by purchasing a new life 

insurance policy or by contributing a policy which 

you currently own, but no longer need. 

Roxbury Congregational Church can be designated 

as the beneficiary of the policy, while you retain the 

right to change the beneficiary at a later date and 

otherwise retain ownership of the policy. 

 

Benefits 
• Tax advantages are substantial, especially on 

appreciated securities and properties. 

• Total income, estate and capital gains tax 

savings and the probate expenses savings 

can come close the amount transferred. 

• Many giving options can assure you of 

income for the rest of your life. 

• Your assets remain in your control during 

your lifetime. 

• You can modify your gift to a particular 

agreed-upon purpose. 

• While unrestricted gifts allow the church to 

allocate funds to areas of greatest needs, we 

can also help you direct your giving to the 

areas where you have the greatest passions. 

 

By making a planned gift to the Roxbury 

Congregational Church,  

your generosity will live into the future and help 

ensure that this tradition, this faith community, 

continues. 

 

For more information, please contact Rev. David 

Peters at the Church Office or speak with your 

financial planning specialist. (We have a few within 

the congregation.)
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Stewardship:  Brian Neff and Mike Wilcox 
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Pastoral Relations: Pat Fraley, 868-0051 
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Youth Group: Barb Cover, (203) 788-5823 
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faith matters 
The Roxbury Congregational Church 

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 
“We Are A Community Seeking To Share God’s Love!” 

 
 

 
 

Church Office, 24 Church Street 
Roxbury, Connecticut 06783-1703 
Church Office:  860-355-1978  
e-mail:  office@roxburychuch.org 
www.roxburychurch.org 

 

NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2022 

Worship – Sundays 10:30 a.m. In-Person resuming Feb.13  

We Are A Community Seeking To Share God’s Love! 

Worship on Zoom (link on church website) or Facebook Live (fb.com/RoxburyChurch) 

No Matter Who You Are, or Where You Are on Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here! 
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	The Roxbury Congregational Church
	A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
	Vol. 279, Issue 2, February 2022
	Church Office, 24 Church Street
	Roxbury, Connecticut 06783-1703
	Church Office:  860-355-1978
	e-mail:  office@roxburychurch.org
	In-person worship returns Sunday, February 13!
	Pastoral Reflections
	The Reverend David F. Peters, Minister   From 2021 Annual Report
	Looking back over the year 2021, one could easily think that we never made it out of 2020 when we entered the COVID-19 pandemic in the mid-winter not knowing what this virus was, hearing about various methods of transmission and adapting as a “church-...
	By early 2021 a choice of vaccinations was rolled out and most, if not all of you, wisely rolled up your sleeves and were vaccinated. And then we began to breathe a sigh of relief of knowing that we were safer as individuals and as a community, both c...
	And then new variants came on the scene and to our doorstep. We suspended in-person worship again. We cancelled Victorian Christmas for the second year in a row and had all our Christmas services as well as Sunday worship virtual only. Our worship lea...
	I thank our wonderful staff and church leadership for rolling with whatever came along. They put forward their best and I am proud of what they accomplished even in uncertain circumstances.
	Continuing Testament
	Extravagant Welcome
	Changing Lives
	The Congregation stepped up as well; envisioning different events that supported the communities desire to be together as well as raise funds to support our work and ministry, starting with the new Corned Beef Dinner event which was overwhelming popul...
	As your minister, I have sought to balance your safety along with the call to be a witness to the love of God in worship, service, organizational life and in pastoral care and support.
	We had an unusually high number of deaths in our congregation this year. As you look over the Church Clerk’s Report, you will note those who died and what a loss it has been.  With the pandemic, I was limited in my ability to be personally present wit...
	We were blessed in temporal matters with two grants from the State and Federal governments with made up for the loss of public fundraisers. We also received a few generous gifts to provide for new pew cushion for the Meetinghouse as well as an emergen...
	I continue my service outside the Roxbury Church with the Southern New England Conference, as a delegate to the national UCC General Synod, Litchfield South Association, Roxbury Ambulance, Roxbury Sr. Housing, and Newtown Health District.
	I reached the 35-year milestone this past November and while the time has flown by, I am struck by the people from this beloved congregation as they have come along side me on the journey. I have been blessed!  My thanks as always to my wife, Susan, m...
	I'm reminded of an apt bit of wisdom most often attributed to Saint Francis of Assisi:
	"Preach the gospel at all times," he said, "and when necessary, use words."
	Here is to 2022 – prayerfully with out masks and continuing our tradition of worship, service and fellowship.
	Grace and Peace,
	David
	ANNUAL MEETING,
	February 13, 2022, following worship
	In-Person and Online
	Notice and Call is hereby given of the 278th Annual Meeting of the Roxbury Congregational Church, Inc., of Roxbury, Connecticut, to be held Sunday, February 13, 2022, following the morning service of worship, on Zoom for the following purposes:
	1.    To receive Annual Reports from the officers and committees for the year 2021;
	2.    To act upon any such business arising from such reports;
	3.    To act upon the proposed Budget for 2022;
	4.    To receive the report of the Nominating Committee;
	5.    To elect officers, boards, and committees beginning in the year 2022;
	6.    To act upon other such business which may properly come before the meeting.
	To attend, you can just stay on Zoom after worship.
	If you are not attending worship :- Use this link:
	https://us02web.zoom.us/j/623572023?pwd=SjBxelI1b3BQZmRjTmM3alc0QnE0dz09
	Meeting ID: 623 572 023  Passcode: 718688
	If on Zoom, we ask that you keep your microphone on MUTE
	when not speaking at the meeting.
	All members of the congregation are invited to attend.
	Please speak with Rev. Peters at 860-355-1978, or Brian Neff at 860- 354-3177
	if you have any questions.
	thank you
	To everyone who continues to bring food pantry donations during these cold winter months.
	Souper Bowl of Caring
	Sunday, February 13
	You are invited to participate and help our youth as they raise money and collect food for our chosen feed program, Daily Bread. You are invited to make a donation by check or on the church’s website (roxburychurch.org/org) to support Daily Bread and/...
	Annual Meeting
	Sunday, February 13  after worship
	Join in our Annual Meeting in the Meetinghouse or  online after worship on Sunday, February 13.  This is a time we hear the reports of the previous year and the nominees for the various openings for the officers and boards of the church.
	Annual Reports for 2021 will be available on our website at:
	https://www.roxburychurch.org/documents-a-links.html
	January 27, 2021: Edwin N. Cady, 84, died January 22, 2022 in Danbury, CT. A graveside service was held at the Center Cemetery with Rev. Peters officiating
	Lenten Study 2022
	A Course in Basic Christianity
	March 3 Session One
	How Do We Know God?
	March 10 Session Two
	How do we interpret the Bible?
	March 17 Session Three
	What meaning do the creeds and the doctrines of the Church have for us today?
	March 24 Session Four
	How do we pray?
	March 31 Session Five
	What is Worship?
	April 7 Session Six
	What do Baptism and the Lord’s Supper mean?
	April 14 Session Seven
	What do the Ten Commandments have to tell us about our lives?
	April 21 Session Eight
	What is the church?
	2022 Calendar
	All events listed are tentative as of 2/4/2022 – Others will be added
	February   6  Boy Scout Sunday Worship
	February 13  Annual Meeting in-person or virtual on Zoom after worship. No luncheon
	February 27  Seminary Sunday – Guest Preacher from Andover Newton Seminary
	March 2  Ash Wednesday, Lent begins
	March 6  First Sunday in Lent
	March 11  Red Cross Blood Drive
	March 13  Second Sunday in Lent
	March 13  Daylight Saving Time begins
	March 17 St. Patrick’s Corned Beef Take-Away Dinner
	March 20 Third Sunday in Lent
	March 27 Fourth Sunday in Lent
	March 27 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
	April 3   Fifth Sunday in Lent
	April 10  Palm Sunday
	April 14  Maundy Thursday Communion Service 6:30 p.m.
	April 15  Good Friday
	April 17  Easter Sunday Sunrise Service 6:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. worship
	April 22  Earth Day
	May 6   Red Cross Blood Drive
	May 7   Spring Church Work Day ?
	May 8   Mother’s Day
	May 21  Rummage/Bake Sale, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
	May 30  Memorial Day Holiday
	June 5   Pentecost Sunday - Rite of  Confirmation
	Spring Church Picnic after worship
	June 5   Strengthen the Church Offering
	June 12  Trinity Sunday
	June 17, 18, & 19 Art at the Meetinghouse
	June 19  Father’s Day
	Choir and Music Appreciation Day
	June 25  65th Anniversary of the United Church of Christ
	July & August  Worship time is at 9:30 a.m.
	August 13  Tag Sale,  9 a.m. -2 p.m.
	August 27  Beef Barbecue 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
	In the planning:
	Trivia Nights – Late spring, mid summer, and mid fall
	Guest Mission Preacher
	Sunday, February 27
	Lighting the Steeple
	The Steeple can be lit in loving memory of someone or in celebration for a month. We ask for a donation of $25 to the Memorial Fund. Contact Rev. Peters to make arrangements.
	The Meetinghouse Steeple lighting schedule:
	February: in loving memory of Roger and Claudette Guillemette by their daughter Jeanne and family.
	March: in loving memory of Lorraine Felladore
	by Katherine and Bruce Smith.
	April in loving memory of Bucky Lowe and Tammy Lowe Hinckley by Pat Lowe.
	2022 Stewardship Campaign
	The period of November through January is the busiest for the Stewardship Committee, and this year was true to form.  With the pandemic this year, we had to modify and streamline our campaign and sent out an annual appeal letter.  Handwritten thank yo...
	Offering envelopes for 2022 are available. PLEASE discard all envelopes from previous years.  The numbers on the envelopes are used to credit your pledge with weekly contributions.   When old envelopes are used and someone else is currently assigned t...
	Brian and Mike
	New Name for Silver Lake
	Summer Conferences - 2022 Registrations are now open!
	Conferences fill f a s t ! - So plan now or you may not be able to attend when or what you desire!
	Learn more about summer camp at Silver Lake, view the 2022 summer brochure, and look through the upcoming sessions at https://www.silverlakect.org/summercamp  The Summer Conferences feature week-long sessions for those entering grades 4-12 in the fal...
	The Camp is American Camping Association certified.
	Winter / Spring Silver Lake Events coming up
	2022 Silver Lake Award Celebration
	Come celebrate as Silver Lake honors
	the Rev. David Peters!
	Sunday, April 24, 2-5 pm Farmington Gardens 999 Farmington Avenue (Rt 4) Farmington, CT 06032
	The Silver Lake Award recognizes someone whose life has been visibly shaped by the core values of Silver Lake Camp & Retreat Center and who, in turn, live their life and faith in a way that reflects the formative experiences they have had at Silver La...
	$60 per person - Register Now!
	Mission
	Vision
	Values

	For more information, go to their website starisland.org. For questions speak with Charlie & Sue Stauffacher or Nancy Desmond. Church Scholarships are available, see Rev. Peters.
	www.starisland.org
	Provided by Barbara Biafore for the Mission Committee
	In 2021 our $3,600 budgeted funds were distributed as follows:
	This year is especially exciting because our donation to the Global Ministries Child and Elder Project means we at Roxbury Congregational Church are now sponsoring a young girl, Vishali, so she is able to continue her education. Vishali is in sixth gr...
	In addition to monetary contributions many of our parishioners have reached out into the community to provide hands-on mission work. Due to COVID-19 some of our activities were very limited.
	Hands-on Mission Opportunities
	Daily Bread Food Pantry in Danbury – monthly distribution of non-perishables. Contact: Sue Stauffacher.
	Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen – serves a meal monthly to approx. 26-30 people. A three-person rotating team.  Contact: Mike Wilcox.
	Weekend Homeless Breakfast – provides cooked breakfast each Saturday and Sunday  in New Milford for homeless and working poor – paused during COVID. Contact Charlie Meade.
	The Cash for Causes program now being handled online thru Scrip until we are back in person for worship found  at www.raiseright.com using a new and easier way to order cards from Scrips!  Just download the "Raise Right" app to your smartphone or desk...
	Church's Enrollment Code is  8F15BD7143454
	Your cards are sent directly to you! No longer do you have to contact and get cards from the Church. AND the church gets a higher percentage of money now.  If you need help establishing and using an online account, please speak with Susan Zappulla-Pe...
	LaBonne’s Receipts
	A continuing thank you to everyone who contributes LaBonne’s receipts to the church.  This has been an on-going source of revenue to add to our mission funds.  Please save your receipts and place them in the wooden box on the table in Fellowship Hall....
	AmazonSmile
	Do you shop on Amazon.com?
	If so, eligible purchases can generate 0.5% back to our church.  Go to
	http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-6058265
	and your shopping will automatically support the church at no cost to you!
	Bookmark it for future use.
	There is also a link on the eFaith Matters emails and the church’s website: roxburychurch.org
	Looking to buy a unique gift and help others at the same time?  Try SERRV!  Our shop is open each Sunday after worship in Fellowship Hall with affordable jewelry, handicrafts, candles, tea, soup mixes and so on.  Questions?  Speak with Susan Zappulla-...
	****
	February Birthdays & Anniversaries
	10 Regina Kay
	12 Julie Whitney
	18 Brett & Bernie Kibbe (A)
	19 Tiffany Horton
	19 Dawn Collette
	19 Zachary Collette
	24 Matthew Collette
	26 Jean Neff
	27 Diana de Vries
	Word & Sacrament for February 2022
	Deacons of the Month: David Lincicome & Chris Childs
	Those scriptures underlined are the readings for Lay Readers
	Sunday, February 6 –Boy Scout Sunday
	Fifth Sunday after Epiphany –
	Psalm 138
	Luke 5: 1-11
	Lay Reader: Ronan Mckay -Boy Scout
	Zoom Tech: Barbara Cover
	Sunday, February 13  Annual Meeting Sunday
	Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
	Psalm 1
	Luke 6: 17-26
	Reader:  Jerry Smith
	Zoom Tech: Charlie Stauffacher
	Sunday, February 20
	Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
	Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
	Luke 6: 27-38
	Reader: Sue Stauffacher
	Zoom Tech: Barbara Cover
	Sunday, February 27
	Transfiguration  - Seminary Sunday
	Guest Preacher from Andover Newton Seminary
	Psalm 99
	Luke 9: 28-36 (37-43a)
	Reader:
	Zoom Tech: Charlie Stauffacher
	2022 Flower Calendar
	The 2022 Flower Calendar is now posted   in Fellowship Hall.  If you have a particular date/date on which you would like to place flowers on the altar, please add your name to the calendar.  Please write clearly and add any memorial or celebratory ded...
	Worship Service Info Roxbury Church suspended in-person worship through February 6.  We will return in-person worship on February 13th . We will still have worship online at Zoom and Facebook Live. Fellowship Hour will remain suspended for now.  Pleas...
	Worship Service Info Roxbury Church suspended in-person worship through February 6.  We will return in-person worship on February 13th . We will still have worship online at Zoom and Facebook Live. Fellowship Hour will remain suspended for now.  Pleas...
	for details on how to participate in worship.  Remember: Wear your mask, wash your hands, and watch your social distance! We care about you and want you safe!
	So Your Minister Can Help / Support
	If you are hospitalized and desire pastoral support, you or your family should notify our minister of the hospitalization as soon as possible, by calling 860-355-1978.  Federal regulations do not permit him to find this information directly from the h...
	If there are any needs that we can help with, Rev. Peters is available by phone, email, or text for a pastoral ear and support.
	Scam Alert
	Scams are all about in these days. Especially among kind, generous people like you!
	Some of these scams have an email being received from the minister or other church official looking for help or donations particularly by buying gift cards. Neither the Roxbury Congregational Church nor Rev. Peters will seek contributions or assistanc...
	Don’t just make a plan,
	make a difference!
	Your gift can create a lasting legacy
	For over 200 years people like you have been making bequests and life income gifts that have helped generations of church people. Just like you, shared God’s love to the Roxbury community and the wider world. Perhaps this congregation has made a diffe...
	Now you can honor that gift with one of your own. By your charitable financial plans including the church, you can make a difference in the future of the church.
	Types of Planned Gifts
	Gifts through your will
	The Roxbury Congregational Church can be named as a beneficiary in your will and you can specify an outright gift of cash, securities, real estate of tangible personal property. If your estate is subject to the federal estate tax, a charitable bequest...
	Appreciated Stock
	By making a gift of stock you receive an income tax deduction and eliminate the capital gains tax.
	Charitable Remainder Trust
	You can use under-performing appreciated assets to create steady income for the rest of your life. You receive a significant charitable deduction and the capital gains tax is eliminated. Your trust can be professionally managed.
	Charitable Lead Trusts
	A charitable lead trust can enhance your ability to make larger current gifts to the Roxbury Congregation Church and you can preserve assets for your family while still supporting the church. You can also reduce your taxable income and your estate tax.
	Gifts of Life Insurance.
	This can be done either by purchasing a new life insurance policy or by contributing a policy which you currently own, but no longer need.
	Roxbury Congregational Church can be designated as the beneficiary of the policy, while you retain the right to change the beneficiary at a later date and otherwise retain ownership of the policy.
	Benefits
	 Tax advantages are substantial, especially on appreciated securities and properties.
	 Total income, estate and capital gains tax savings and the probate expenses savings can come close the amount transferred.
	 Many giving options can assure you of income for the rest of your life.
	 Your assets remain in your control during your lifetime.
	 You can modify your gift to a particular agreed-upon purpose.
	 While unrestricted gifts allow the church to allocate funds to areas of greatest needs, we can also help you direct your giving to the areas where you have the greatest passions.
	By making a planned gift to the Roxbury Congregational Church,
	your generosity will live into the future and help ensure that this tradition, this faith community, continues.
	For more information, please contact Rev. David Peters at the Church Office or speak with your financial planning specialist. (We have a few within the congregation.)
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