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Pastoral Reflections 
The Reverend David F. Peters, Minister 

 

Following the death of my father back in April, and in an attempt to be 

supportive of my mother, I have been reminiscing about some of the things my 

father, and my mother have passed down to me in form of life lessons. Here are 

some of them in no particular order or as an exhaustive listing: 

 When driving in the rain, if the wipers are on, put on your headlights. 

 Be sure to say please and thank you. 

 Budget your income and expenses. 

 Pay off your bills every month as best you can. 

 When driving down the highway, stay to right except to pass and stay in the left lane. 

 Be a supportive member of the community through volunteering. 

 By having appreciation for where you have come from, you can be grounded as to where you are going. 

Support your church through your time, talent and treasure. This should be “first fruits” and not the 

remainders of your paycheck. 

 Each day as you lay your head on the pillow, recount the blessings of your life and that day. 

 

I think you would agree that this is a good list and one that could be given to any teen as some life lessons to 

follow. 

 

With November come both Thanksgiving and our time to solidify our financial giving estimates for the coming 

year for our church.  I would encourage you to keep up these life lessons, especially in these unusual pandemic 

days of uncertainty.  This year we were blessed with the Payroll Protection Program that enabled us to maintain 

our ministries. We were able to do that because you were faithful in your commitment to this church with your 

faithful continued giving. 

 

This coming year, we will count on you as never before. Please join me in counting our blessings and 

supporting our church, having faith in our God to be with us every step of the way. 

 

With Faith, Gratitude and Love, 

David

We Are a Community 
Seeking to Share God’s Love! 
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thank you 
 

To members of the congregation who organized and 

led worship for Laity Sunday on October 18. They 

included Phil deVries, Charlie Stauffacher, David 

Lincicome, Sue Stauffacher, Pat Fraley, Ray 

Fitch and Mike Wilcox and Sandy Kleisner. 

 

To Sue Stauffacher and the Food Pantry Team 

who faithfully bring our food donations to Danbury  

and staff the food pantry on the second Monday of 

every month.  To everyone who contributes food 

and staples, especially during the cold winter 

months. 

 

To Mike Wilcox and volunteers who have been 

preparing and serving the monthly meal at Loaves 

and Fishes Soup Kitchen in New Milford. 

 

 
To Chris Steers, Rich Wilhelm and Bill Steers for 

working on various projects around the church 

including installation of new fans in the 

Meetinghouse and replacement of new trim boards 

around the Parish House. 

 

 

 

All Saints Sunday 
November 1 
On Sunday, 

November 1, we will 

pause and remember 

the saints of the 

church particularly 

those who received 

the ministry of our church this past year, as well as 

those saints for us in our lives.  

We will also note and dedicate those memorial gifts 

the church received in the past year. 

 

 

In Remembrance and Memorials ~  
November 2019- November 2020 

 

The Church Members who died or those  

who received the ministries of this church during 

this past year: 

    *= church member 

David Hunicke 

 

Lisa (Meade) Uzwiak (sister of Charles Meade) 

 

Sophie C. (Dunay) Carlson (mother of Linda Ross) 

 

Nancy Ann (Ross) Lord 

 

Ronald Barker 

 

David T. Daniel 

 

We honor their memory and lift up their families 

in prayerful support. 

 

Memorial Gifts can be made at any time to the 

church. 

 Write “memorial” and the person’s name on 

the memo line. 

 

Parish Register 
Marriage 

October 10, 2020: Erin Elizabeth Brinton and 

Michael Thomas Josefson were married by Rev. 

Peters at Garnet Hill Farm, Roxbury, CT  



 

 

RIP Medical Debt 

 
  

Roxbury Congregational Church has joined with 

121 other churches to abolish $26.2 million in 

medical debt for New Englanders and first 

responders.  Roxbury Church was one of 122 

United Church of Christ congregations, four 

Associations, and more than 100 households in the 

Southern New England Conference that worked 

together to abolish $26.2 million in medical debt for 

those most in need. Families in seven states plus 

first responders around the country will soon be 

receiving letters telling them that their medical debt 

has been forgiven. 

 

At an Oct. 25 news conference, local, regional and 

national UCC leaders announced that a Conference-

wide fundraising campaign in Connecticut, 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island, birthed before the 

pandemic, along with a contribution from a national 

ministry of the UCC, raised over $200,000. The 

gifts were sent to the New York-based nonprofit 

RIP Medical Debt. 

 

A yellow envelope bearing a UCC logo is on the 

way to each benefiting family, with a letter naming 

contributing congregations and organizations. It 

reads: “You may never enter the doors of one of our 

churches, but we are the United Church of Christ 

and we love you. … Most importantly, you are 

beloved by God and your debt has been forgiven.”  

 

We had a special collection in the spring for this 

effort. "We are most grateful for the continued 

generousity of our congregation and its members,” 

said Rev. David F. Peters, our church's pastor. 

 

“Our scriptures call us to bring good news to the 

poor, to proclaim release to the captives, to let the 

oppressed go free,” said the Rev. Jocelyn Gardner 

Spencer, senior pastor of the United Church on the 

Green in New Haven, Conn. “In the midst of a 

pandemic that is disproportionately impacting 

communities of color, and with wide-spread 

unemployment causing people to lose their 

insurance just when they may need it most, 

eliminating medical debt for vulnerable 

individuals and families is a tangible way in 

which we are responding to our call to make God's 

love and justice real.” 

 

The debts were forgiven in two separate buys. The 

first wiped out $8.4 million in debt for 7,175 

households in the six New England states and New 

York - all of the debt available in the secondary 

debt market i the region at the time of the buy. The 

second wiped out $17.8 million in debt for 12,144 

health care workers and first responders across the 

United States. 

 

Specific criteria were used in both debt buys. 

Qualifying debtors were those earning less than two 

times the federal poverty level; in financial 

hardship, with out-of-pocket expenses that are 5 

percent or more of their annual income; or facing 

insolvency, with debts greater than assets.  

  

If you wish to contribute to future medical debt 

forgiveness, please send your check made out to 

RCC with "Medical Debt" in the memo to the 

church. 

  

Here is a piece written by the pastor in Bloomfield 

about the reaction he received: LINK (on church’s 

website.) 

  

For more information about the ugly side of medical 

debt and whole idea of Medical Debt forgiveness 

please watch this episode from John Oliver's Last 

Week Tonight on our church’s website. Please 

forgive the tough language in a few parts. Be sure to 

watch to the end as John forgives medical debt. 

 

 

  

https://www.sneucc.org/newsdetail/conference-wide-effort-abolishes-26-2-million-in-medical-debt-14348087
https://www.sneucc.org/blogdetail/wait-you-did-what-a-reflection-of-joy-14349296
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxUAntt1z2c


 

 

 

Daily Bread Food Pantry 
The Daily Bread Food Pantry team distributes food 

the second Monday of the month from 9 a.m. until 

noon.  The number of households visiting Daily 

Bread has increased enormously. It has been 

challenging to keep their shelves stocked.    

 

You can help! 

Next time you go to the grocery store, please pick 

up an extra bag of basic food items and drop them 

off in the Church Narthex (front doors always 

unlocked) and leave on the cart there. Our team will 

bring them down to the Pantry. 

 

Items needed include: 

Non-perishables: canned tuna, peanut butter, black 

beans, kidney beans, rice, pasta, tomato sauce, 

canned fruit, canned vegetables 

 

Financial Gifts are much appreciated as well. 

Checks can be made out to RCC and Daily Bread in 

the Memo. If you would like to help or have 

questions, please speak with Sue Stauffacher at 860-

354-1274. 

 

Loaves and Fishes 
Help serve the evening Meal at Loaves and 

Fishes on the fourth Wednesday of each month 

beginning at 3:00 p.m. at the Richmond Town 

Center in New Milford. It is on the Green just north 

of the Congregational Church. Parking is behind the 

building. We need three servers each month to serve 

the already prepared meal and clean up afterward. 

Usually out by 6:00 p.m at the latest. Please speak 

with Mike Wilcox at 860-354-1274 if you are 

interested. 
 

David’s Mystery Church Tour  
A new edition posted each week on Thursday or 

Friday. Join Rev. David as he brings us to another 

place on the church grounds to share some history, 

information and meaning.  

Videos are on YouTube at      

https://tinyurl.com/RoxburyCyoutube 

 
 

Mindfulness Meditation Group 
The Mindfulness Meditation Group continues to 

meet online using Zoom most Saturdays at 10:20 

a.m. and outside the church, physically distanced on 

occasion. Please contact Charlie Stauffacher at 860-

354-1274 for more information. 

 

Mindfulness, according to Jon Kabat-Zinn, is 

“Paying attention in a particular way: on purpose, in 

the present moment and non-judgmentally.”   

 

Mindfulness meditation helps people deal with the 

stress of work or family, or simply the anxiety of 

living in these troubled times.  Some people come 

to mindfulness practice to help with mental clarity 

and focus or to improve their sleep.  It has been 

shown to be effective in preventing and treating 

depression, increasing body satisfaction, and 

reducing implicit age and racial bias.   

 

 

November Birthdays & Anniversaries 
8 Jay Pinchbeck 

16 Ray Fitch 

17 Henry & Jean Neff (A) 

18 Chris Steers 

20 Ray & Patricia Fitch (A) (2011) 

 

 

Vote – November 3rd 
From the earliest days of our republic, it has been 

our privilege and responsibility to vote to choose 

who will represent us and lead us into the future. 

This is democracy in action. 

 

This year has the added complication of the election 

being during a pandemic. In CT we are able to vote 

either in person or by absentee ballot.  More 

information about voting in CT can be found  

at:  https://howto.vote/vote/en/ct.html 

 

https://howto.vote/vote/en/ct.html


 

 

Stewardship Sunday 
Sunday, November 15 

We will receive our financial pledges for 2021 

during this morning’s worship service. Please  

complete your pledge form and place it in the 

collection plate or mail it to the church.  

 

Forms will be mailed in early November or can be 

downloaded from the church’s website – 

roxburychurch.org. 

 

Thank you for your generous giving! 

 

 

We Count on  
Generous & Supportive People! 

We need YOU! 
Please remember while we can't pass the plate for 

offering on Sundays, your offering to God of your 

resources - money and labor are still needed, 

particularly in these days. 

 

For financial offerings, please mail your check into 

the church or sign up for electronic giving by 

speaking to Rev. Peters. 

 

To give through our Church Website:        

roxburychurch.org/give 

You can make it a one-time gift or set up repeating 

donations here. 

 

 

An Easy Way to Support YOUR 
Church 

The Cash for Causes Program is easy and only 

costs you the time it takes to see Heidi Neff and 

purchase a cash card. No EXTRA money!! 

 

Example your $100 gets you a full-value $100 card 

- (church gets a %).We have cards available most 

Sundays or in a few days for: Stop and Shop-6%, 

Big Y-6%, ShopRite-6%.Major Retailers including: 

LL Bean-16%, TJ Maxx & HomeGoods-7%, Home 

Depot-4%, Cabellas-11% Gap / Old Navy-14% and 

Restaurants, grocery stores across the country...and 

many more. 

 

See the Kiosk in Fellowship Hall for a complete 

listing and contact Heidi Neff 860-354-3177 to 

purchase your card. There is also an online way to 

purchase and make repeated purchases easy. 

Also Stew Leonard’s Cash Cards are available from 

Ray Fitch only. 

 

 

Worship in the Time of COVID-19 
(All is tentative and dependent on health conditions 

and Newtown Health Dept. guidance:) 

Effective on October 8, 2020, 50% of capacity of 

the indoor space or a maximum of 200 people, 

whichever is smaller, and to 50% capacity for 

outdoor gatherings (with Masks and Social 

distancing), with no cap, provided in each case that 

appropriate safety and social distancing measures 

shall be employed.  

 

 

Health Guidance for now and the foreseeable 

future: 

- If you feeling ill or have a temperature 

above 100.4 within 72 hours, to not attend worship. 

- You must wear a mask covering your 

mouth and nose. 

- Upon arriving: 

You must sanitize your hands. 

We ask each person to sign in each 

time you come to worship. (This in case it is 

needed for contact tracing.)  

Your temperature will be checked. 

- You (individuals or household groups) 

must sit socially distanced from each other (min. 6 

feet) in the unmarked pews. 

- We ask that you not shake hands, hug or be 

closer than 6 feet from those who are not from your 

household. 

- The church will not be open for restrooms. 

In the case of an emergency bathroom need, please 

use the Handicap/ Gender Neutral bathroom. We 

ask that you sanitize the restroom including all 

surfaces touched and used with the spray 

disinfectant located in the bathroom. 

- We will not be singing hymns and there 

will be no social hour following. Hymnals and 

Bibles have been removed because of potential 

cross contamination. 



 

 

- There will be Offering Plates at each 

entrance for your pledges and offerings. 

- We ask after worship to nod a greeting or 

wave to one another as you move to your vehicle to 

leave. 

- There will not be a Fellowship / Coffee 

Hour for the foreseeable future. 

- First thing when you get home – wash your 

hands! 

   

PLEASE do not put the church leadership in the 

position of having to enforce these! 

   

Lastly, if the health situation worsens or if we note 

folks disregarding these items, we will go back to 

virtual worship only. 

 

There are pews marked off and are not to be used to 

create social distance during worship. Members of 

the same household may sit together but we ask that 

if you do not live within that household, you sit in 

another location. We ask as you enter and leave the 

building, be conscious of traffic flow, if need be 

finding another exit (such as out thru Fellowship 

Hall) so as to not come in close proximity to others.  

 

We are following the guidance provided by our 

Newtown Health District and the State as we seek 

to keep everyone safe.  

 

For us that means that for the future an essential 

part of this church’s ministry will be that all 

services will also be Virtual on our Zoom Channel 

and Facebook Live. 

 

The Church is open and it never really closed. But 

to be effective and faithful to our call, let us practice 

physical distancing, wash our hands, use our 

sanitizer and continue to be the Body of Christ.  We 

are called to be beacons of light and hope in the 

midst of the challenge of our time.  Essentially, we 

proclaim God’s love for all.  

 

– David 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for Ways to Share God’s 
Love? 

- Make a phone call to a neighbor, someone 

who is older or lives alone to check in on 

them. 

-  

- When at the store, pick up some items for 

either Daily Bread or the Roxbury Food 

Pantry. They can be dropped off at Christ 

Church Parish House Wed. or Fri. mornings. 

Or for Daily Bread inside the front door of 

the church. Daily Bread has double the 

number of clients now. 
-  

- If you are healthy and willing to help others 

with running errands, or some other need, 

please email Rev. Peters at 

david@roxburychurch.org. 

 

 

HEPA Filters Installed in 
Meetinghouse 

This month 3 HEPA stand alone filters were 

installed in the Meetinghouse to augment the filters 

currently in use during worship to mitigate any 

potential COVID particulates in the air.  

 

To help filter the air during these pandemic days, 

we use the fan function of the A/C system with a 

beefed up filter installed as well as these HEPA 

filters, two in the front and one in the back of the 

room. 

 

The costs for these filters is non-budgeted so will 

need to come from our Capital Reserve Investment 

Fund, which is funded by a portion of the bequests 

the church receives.  

 

  

mailto:david@roxburychurch.org


 

 

Sharing our Faith Stories 
Members of the congregation are invited to share 

their faith stories during worship on the third 

Sunday of each month.  By articulating our own 

experience we invite other people to reflect on their 

own faith journey and recognize God’s presence in 

their lives. Next opportunity will be October 11th. 

To prepare a faith story, start by answering the 

following questions: 

 

• How do I experience God’s presence in my 

life?  

• How does the church, or this particular 

congregation, help me to recognize God’s 

presence in my life? 

• How do I live out my faith, my call to 

ministry, in my daily life? 

• How did I get to this point on my faith 

journey?  

 

Faith Stories are 3-5 minutes in length.  

If  you feel called to share your story, please contact 

Rev. Peters. 

 

 

 
 

 

Did you know… 
• There are resources for Children on the 

Church’s website 

(www.roxburychurch.org/nurture) 

Looking for bible study resources? Just go to the 

Church’s website and click on NURTURE  

 

• We have resources for Mental Health on the 

church’s website? click on NURTURE  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Daylight Saving Time 

ends Sunday, November 1 
at 2 a.m. 

Don’t forget to set clocks 
back one hour! 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday “Temp”! 
On Sunday, November 1, the family of Merlin, 

“Temp” Temple will celebrate his 90th birthday with 

a drive-by celebration through the center of town. 

 

They have timed the drive-by to be in front of his 

church just after church ends. We are invited to 

stand out in front and wave and cheer him on as he 

drives by.You are all invited to join the celebration 

on the church lawn. 

 

 

Welcome to New Building Users 
We welcome the following new users and groups to 

our building: 

 

Fridays 10 a.m. - Noon  

Knitting Group from the Roxbury Sr. Citizens 

Center. 

 

Fridays in the Kitchen: 

Erin Brinton (Josefson) will be baking for a farmers 

market and for orders for her new home business, 

Garnet Hill Farm. 

 

This past month also saw the Roxbury EMS use the 

hall for continuing education classes. 

 

Some of this community usage is because of the 

pandemic and the need for social distance space.

http://www.roxburychurch.org/nurture


 

 

Upcoming calendar 
 

Join us on Sunday Mornings – 10:30 a.m. 
Physically Distanced – Spiritually Connected 

 

November 1   All Saints Sunday – 

          Dedication of Memorials 10:30 a.m. 

                      Daylight Saving Time Ends turn clock BACK on hour 

 +  change your smoke detector batteries. 

November 15  Stewardship Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

November 26   A Day of Giving Thanks and Prayer 

November 29    December 4 Online Church Fair Gift Auction 

December 5  Christmas Fair outside 

December 24  Christmas Eve Service – details to be announced. 

 

You will note that all public fundraisers including Trivia Nights Suppers are being held off until 2021 because 

of the COVID pandemic. 
 
 
 

information  
matters 

 

A few ways to be informed about the life of your 

church here in Roxbury: 

 
Faith Matters 

Our church newsletter is mailed monthly to those 

who subscribe. Or you can pick it up in the Narthex 

(entrance) or in Fellowship Hall. It is also available 

at the Roxbury Market. 
 
eFaith Matters  

We send out an email each Monday with the latest 

announcements, prayer requests and an inspirational 

piece and a Call to Worship on Fridays. Subscribe 

by sending an email to david@roxburychurch.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Website 

The Church’s website, roxburychurch.org, is chock-

full of information and events. There are resources 

for the journey of life as well as pictures of our 

common life and links to related sites. 

 
Facebook 

Our church’s presence in social media is on 

facebook.com/roxburychurch 

Here you will find another source of information 

and news as well as shared topics of religious and 

spiritual interest. 

 
Meeting Minutes & Reports Board 

This special bulletin board is on the landing just 

outside the Office Library area. On it are posted the 

latest minutes and reports for all committees as well 

as financial reports. 

 

As always, if you are seeking some information, 

please ask, as we strive to be as transparent and 

open as possible. 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 Word & Sacrament for November 2020 
First Sundays = Communion - Second Sundays = Children’s Sermon 
Third Sundays = Faith Stories - Fourth Sundays= Mission Moments 

 

Deacons of the Month: Mike Wilcox & Ray Fitch 

  

Underlined scriptures are for Lay Readers

Sunday, November 1 

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

All Saints Sunday 

Psalm 107: 1-7, 33-37; Matthew 23: 1-12 

Greeters:  

Reader:  

Flowers: 

 

Sunday, November 8 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Psalm 78: 1-7; Matthew 25: 1-13 

Greeters:  

Reader:  

Flowers:  

 

Sunday, November 15 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Stewardship Sunday 

Psalm 123; Matthew 25: 14-30 

Greeters:  

Reader:  

Flowers:  

 

Sunday, November 22 

Thanksgiving Sunday 

Psalm 100; Matthew 25: 31-46 

Greeters:  

Reader:  

Flowers:  

 

Sunday, November 29 

First Sunday of Advent 

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19; Mark 13: 24-37 

Greeters: 

Reader: 

Flowers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Santa Fund 2020 
This year the Santa Fund will have a different 

format. We will be collecting gloves, mittens, and 

hats. All sizes acceptable.  There will be a basket in 

the narthex where you can leave these new but 

unwrapped gifts any time before the 6th of 

December.  You may also make a monetary 

donation to the Turkey Fund.  Please mail this to the 

church or put it in the collection plate on Sundays.  

For more information, please speak with Diana 

deVries or Heidi Neff.  

 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry, begun here in 2009, has 

involved a number of people knitting together once 

a month at the monthly meeting at church, or by 

themselves. Each Prayer Shawl is prayerfully 

crafted into a warming gift, given to a person in 

need, ill, lonely, bereaved or on a special occasion. 

Pocket Prayer Squares are a portable and unisex 

version of the Prayer Shawl. There are Pocket 

Prayer Squares available in Fellowship Hall for you 

to take for yourself, a friend or to be distributed at a 

special occasion. 

 

We are in need of some more Prayer Shawls to have 

on hand, there are easy to use patterns available. 

When you create one, be sure to let the church 

office know and we can bless it during worship and 

have it ready when the need arises. 

 

If you know of someone who may like receiving a 

prayer shawl and yet to receive one, please speak 

with Rev. Peters. 

 

For help with creating Pocket Prayer Squares, 

please speak with Jan Steers, 860-354-7210.



 

 
Our United Church of Christ Camp and 
Retreat Center, in nearby Sharon, CT. 

www.silverlakect.org 

 
Join us for a special Zoom information session to 

learn about the innovative new summer camp 

program Silver Lake will offer in 2021! 

  

Get all your questions answered about how we will 

have fun, make new friends, and be safe. 

TWO SPECIAL ZOOM SESSIONS 

Thursday, Nov. 5, 7 pm 

Saturday, Nov. 7, 9 am 

  

To register, 

visit www.silverlakect.org/campsessions 

 

 

***** 
Church Master Calendar 

Because the church is busy, and use of the buildings 

by community groups has also increased 

dramatically, we have posted a master calendar of 

activities in the Church Library.  Before you 

schedule a meeting or change a date, please check 

this calendar to be sure the space will not be 

occupied at the time. 

 

And please write your meeting on the calendar, or 

remove it if your plans change 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roxbury Congregational Church 
Relational Covenant: 

 
Every one of us is an essential part of our church 

community. 

We will open our hearts and minds to one another. 

We will let God’s love flow through us.  

We will focus on God’s word. 

We will speak honestly and respectfully.  

We will speak to principles rather than 

personalities. 

We will seek to do God’s work. 

 

 

AmazonSmile  
Do you shop on Amazon.com? If so, eligible 

purchases can generate 0.5% back to our church.  

Go to smile.amazon.com to find out more!  There is 

also a link on the the church’s website: 

roxburychurch.org 
 
 

Used Toner Cartridges 
& LaBonne's Receipts 

The church has been collecting used toner 

cartridges since 2008 to return to Staples for church 

credit.  It started out being $3 for each cartridge, 

now it is $2.  Since 2008, I've returned 960 

cartridges!  They only take 10 per month,  and 

sometimes I have more than that, so I keep the extra 

ones in my car waiting for the new month to appear. 

 

That is a lot of credit dollars for the church, so keep 

those cartridges coming.  There is a box for them in 

the coat closet in fellowship hall. 

 

On another note, don't forget to bring in those 

LaBonne's receipts for their Cash for Charities 

Rebate Program.  There's a box for them in 

Fellowship Hall.  I collect them, tabulate them, and 

when I have about $56,000 worth, I bring them to 

LaBonnes and they send us a check for one half of 

one percent of the total, which doesn't seem like a 

lot, but it all adds up to help the church in its 

ministry.  We've been doing this since 2011. 

.

  

http://www.silverlakect.org/
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!DhCHWOG0kRc-WjrWnZ6B9U+V12NKNN3+MMrsvqLWC6vtRKkwLG2LRseYF7wXUcy70
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!KhMubxJI8r3Kq2yMLkgw5Aj0UfR9PU+AoNsO4Gr8uXv0+-80gG5CsBNkC+1+PZNmw
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!ByZmMAhTi7Xtjcc8fwRd26mHEtmfTBMD8UWXhlLELyh4lGPN0eMTLRwxvNknto1Tw


 

 

 
Church Newsletter Deadline for the December issue: November 15th 

 

Leadership Listing 
 (All 860- unless noted) 

Ministers: The Congregation 

Moderator: Brian Neff, 354-3177   

Clerk: Patricia Fraley, 868-0051  

Treasurer: Cathy Racz, 799-0180 

Collector: Heidi Neff, 354-3177 

Deacons: Mike Wilcox, 354-8821  

Trustees: Charlie Meade, 354-1274 

Stewardship: Colby Kalisher, 355-8012 

Missions: Barbara Biafore,799-6501 

Fellowship: Jeanne Steers, 354-7484 

Pastoral Relations: Pat Fraley, 868-0051 

Men’s Group: Charlie Stauffacher, 354-1274 

Youth Group: Barb Cover, (203) 788-5823 

Historian: Dale Pinchbeck, 355-4297       

Librarian: Joan Temple, 350-0529 

 

Secretary/Newsletter: Nancy Glover, 355-1978                        

Minister of Music: Sandra Kleisner, 868-9040 

Custodian: Bruce Rossiter  

Pastor: The Rev. David F. Peters,    

        office: 355-1978     home:  355-8830  

          david@roxburychurch.org 
 

  

mailto:david@roxburychurch.org
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NEWSLETTER – NOVEMBER 2020 

Worship – Sundays 10:30 a.m. 

Worship In-Person or on Zoom (link on web site) or Facebook Live (fb.com/RoxburyChurch) 

No Matter Who You Are, or Where You Are on Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here! 

 

 

mailto:office@roxbury
http://www.roxburychurch.org/
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	A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
	Vol. 278, Issue 10, November 2020
	Church Office, 24 Church Street
	Roxbury, Connecticut 06783-1703
	Church Office:  860-355-1978
	e-mail:  office@roxburychurch.org
	Pastoral Reflections
	The Reverend David F. Peters, Minister
	We Are a Community
	Seeking to Share God’s Love!
	thank you
	To members of the congregation who organized and led worship for Laity Sunday on October 18. They included Phil deVries, Charlie Stauffacher, David Lincicome, Sue Stauffacher, Pat Fraley, Ray Fitch and Mike Wilcox and Sandy Kleisner.
	To Sue Stauffacher and the Food Pantry Team who faithfully bring our food donations to Danbury
	and staff the food pantry on the second Monday of every month.  To everyone who contributes food and staples, especially during the cold winter months.
	To Mike Wilcox and volunteers who have been preparing and serving the monthly meal at Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen in New Milford.
	To Chris Steers, Rich Wilhelm and Bill Steers for working on various projects around the church including installation of new fans in the Meetinghouse and replacement of new trim boards around the Parish House.
	All Saints Sunday
	November 1
	On Sunday, November 1, we will pause and remember the saints of the church particularly those who received the ministry of our church this past year, as well as those saints for us in our lives.
	We will also note and dedicate those memorial gifts the church received in the past year.
	In Remembrance and Memorials ~  November 2019- November 2020
	The Church Members who died or those
	who received the ministries of this church during this past year:
	*= church member
	David Hunicke
	Lisa (Meade) Uzwiak (sister of Charles Meade)
	Sophie C. (Dunay) Carlson (mother of Linda Ross)
	Nancy Ann (Ross) Lord
	Ronald Barker
	David T. Daniel
	We honor their memory and lift up their families in prayerful support.
	Memorial Gifts can be made at any time to the church.
	Write “memorial” and the person’s name on the memo line.
	Parish Register
	Marriage
	October 10, 2020: Erin Elizabeth Brinton and Michael Thomas Josefson were married by Rev. Peters at Garnet Hill Farm, Roxbury, CT
	Roxbury Congregational Church has joined with 121 other churches to abolish $26.2 million in medical debt for New Englanders and first responders.  Roxbury Church was one of 122 United Church of Christ congregations, four Associations, and more than 1...
	If you wish to contribute to future medical debt forgiveness, please send your check made out to RCC with "Medical Debt" in the memo to the church.
	Here is a piece written by the pastor in Bloomfield about the reaction he received: LINK (on church’s website.)
	For more information about the ugly side of medical debt and whole idea of Medical Debt forgiveness please watch this episode from John Oliver's Last Week Tonight on our church’s website. Please forgive the tough language in a few parts. Be sure to wa...
	Daily Bread Food Pantry
	The Daily Bread Food Pantry team distributes food the second Monday of the month from 9 a.m. until noon.  The number of households visiting Daily Bread has increased enormously. It has been challenging to keep their shelves stocked.
	You can help! Next time you go to the grocery store, please pick up an extra bag of basic food items and drop them off in the Church Narthex (front doors always unlocked) and leave on the cart there. Our team will bring them down to the Pantry.  Items...
	Financial Gifts are much appreciated as well. Checks can be made out to RCC and Daily Bread in the Memo. If you would like to help or have questions, please speak with Sue Stauffacher at 860-354-1274.
	Loaves and Fishes
	Help serve the evening Meal at Loaves and Fishes on the fourth Wednesday of each month beginning at 3:00 p.m. at the Richmond Town Center in New Milford. It is on the Green just north of the Congregational Church. Parking is behind the building. We ne...
	David’s Mystery Church Tour
	A new edition posted each week on Thursday or Friday. Join Rev. David as he brings us to another place on the church grounds to share some history, information and meaning.
	Videos are on YouTube at      https://tinyurl.com/RoxburyCyoutube
	Mindfulness Meditation Group
	The Mindfulness Meditation Group continues to meet online using Zoom most Saturdays at 10:20 a.m. and outside the church, physically distanced on occasion. Please contact Charlie Stauffacher at 860-354-1274 for more information.
	Mindfulness, according to Jon Kabat-Zinn, is “Paying attention in a particular way: on purpose, in the present moment and non-judgmentally.”
	Mindfulness meditation helps people deal with the stress of work or family, or simply the anxiety of living in these troubled times.  Some people come to mindfulness practice to help with mental clarity and focus or to improve their sleep.  It has bee...
	November Birthdays & Anniversaries
	8 Jay Pinchbeck
	16 Ray Fitch
	17 Henry & Jean Neff (A)
	18 Chris Steers
	20 Ray & Patricia Fitch (A) (2011)
	Vote – November 3rd
	From the earliest days of our republic, it has been our privilege and responsibility to vote to choose who will represent us and lead us into the future. This is democracy in action.  This year has the added complication of the election being during a...
	at:  https://howto.vote/vote/en/ct.html
	Stewardship Sunday
	Sunday, November 15
	We will receive our financial pledges for 2021 during this morning’s worship service. Please
	complete your pledge form and place it in the collection plate or mail it to the church.
	Forms will be mailed in early November or can be downloaded from the church’s website – roxburychurch.org.
	Thank you for your generous giving!
	We Count on
	Generous & Supportive People! We need YOU!
	Please remember while we can't pass the plate for offering on Sundays, your offering to God of your resources - money and labor are still needed, particularly in these days.  For financial offerings, please mail your check into the church or sign up f...
	To give through our Church Website:        roxburychurch.org/give You can make it a one-time gift or set up repeating donations here.
	An Easy Way to Support YOUR Church
	The Cash for Causes Program is easy and only costs you the time it takes to see Heidi Neff and purchase a cash card. No EXTRA money!!  Example your $100 gets you a full-value $100 card - (church gets a %).We have cards available most Sundays or in a f...
	See the Kiosk in Fellowship Hall for a complete listing and contact Heidi Neff 860-354-3177 to purchase your card. There is also an online way to purchase and make repeated purchases easy.
	Also Stew Leonard’s Cash Cards are available from Ray Fitch only.
	Worship in the Time of COVID-19
	(All is tentative and dependent on health conditions and Newtown Health Dept. guidance:)
	Effective on October 8, 2020, 50% of capacity of the indoor space or a maximum of 200 people, whichever is smaller, and to 50% capacity for outdoor gatherings (with Masks and Social distancing), with no cap, provided in each case that appropriate safe...
	Health Guidance for now and the foreseeable future:
	- If you feeling ill or have a temperature above 100.4 within 72 hours, to not attend worship.
	- You must wear a mask covering your mouth and nose.
	- Upon arriving:
	You must sanitize your hands.
	We ask each person to sign in each time you come to worship. (This in case it is needed for contact tracing.)
	Your temperature will be checked.
	- You (individuals or household groups) must sit socially distanced from each other (min. 6 feet) in the unmarked pews.
	- We ask that you not shake hands, hug or be closer than 6 feet from those who are not from your household.
	- The church will not be open for restrooms. In the case of an emergency bathroom need, please use the Handicap/ Gender Neutral bathroom. We ask that you sanitize the restroom including all surfaces touched and used with the spray disinfectant located...
	- We will not be singing hymns and there will be no social hour following. Hymnals and Bibles have been removed because of potential cross contamination.
	- There will be Offering Plates at each entrance for your pledges and offerings.
	- We ask after worship to nod a greeting or wave to one another as you move to your vehicle to leave.
	- There will not be a Fellowship / Coffee Hour for the foreseeable future.
	- First thing when you get home – wash your hands!
	PLEASE do not put the church leadership in the position of having to enforce these!
	Lastly, if the health situation worsens or if we note folks disregarding these items, we will go back to virtual worship only.
	There are pews marked off and are not to be used to create social distance during worship. Members of the same household may sit together but we ask that if you do not live within that household, you sit in another location. We ask as you enter and le...
	We are following the guidance provided by our Newtown Health District and the State as we seek to keep everyone safe.
	For us that means that for the future an essential part of this church’s ministry will be that all services will also be Virtual on our Zoom Channel and Facebook Live.
	The Church is open and it never really closed. But to be effective and faithful to our call, let us practice physical distancing, wash our hands, use our sanitizer and continue to be the Body of Christ.  We are called to be beacons of light and hope i...
	– David
	Looking for Ways to Share God’s Love?
	HEPA Filters Installed in Meetinghouse
	This month 3 HEPA stand alone filters were installed in the Meetinghouse to augment the filters currently in use during worship to mitigate any potential COVID particulates in the air.
	To help filter the air during these pandemic days, we use the fan function of the A/C system with a beefed up filter installed as well as these HEPA filters, two in the front and one in the back of the room.
	The costs for these filters is non-budgeted so will need to come from our Capital Reserve Investment Fund, which is funded by a portion of the bequests the church receives.
	Sharing our Faith Stories
	Members of the congregation are invited to share their faith stories during worship on the third Sunday of each month.  By articulating our own experience we invite other people to reflect on their own faith journey and recognize God’s presence in the...
	To prepare a faith story, start by answering the following questions:
	Faith Stories are 3-5 minutes in length.
	If  you feel called to share your story, please contact Rev. Peters.
	Did you know…
	Looking for bible study resources? Just go to the Church’s website and click on NURTURE
	 We have resources for Mental Health on the church’s website? click on NURTURE
	Daylight Saving Time
	ends Sunday, November 1
	at 2 a.m.
	Don’t forget to set clocks
	back one hour!
	Welcome to New Building Users
	We welcome the following new users and groups to our building:
	Fridays 10 a.m. - Noon
	Knitting Group from the Roxbury Sr. Citizens Center.
	Fridays in the Kitchen:
	Erin Brinton (Josefson) will be baking for a farmers market and for orders for her new home business, Garnet Hill Farm.
	This past month also saw the Roxbury EMS use the hall for continuing education classes.
	Some of this community usage is because of the pandemic and the need for social distance space.
	Upcoming calendar
	Join us on Sunday Mornings – 10:30 a.m.
	Physically Distanced – Spiritually Connected
	November 1   All Saints Sunday –
	Dedication of Memorials 10:30 a.m.
	Daylight Saving Time Ends turn clock BACK on hour
	+  change your smoke detector batteries.
	November 15  Stewardship Sunday 10:30 a.m.
	November 26   A Day of Giving Thanks and Prayer
	November 29    December 4 Online Church Fair Gift Auction
	December 5  Christmas Fair outside
	December 24  Christmas Eve Service – details to be announced.
	You will note that all public fundraisers including Trivia Nights Suppers are being held off until 2021 because of the COVID pandemic.
	information
	matters
	A few ways to be informed about the life of your church here in Roxbury:
	Faith Matters
	Our church newsletter is mailed monthly to those who subscribe. Or you can pick it up in the Narthex (entrance) or in Fellowship Hall. It is also available at the Roxbury Market.
	eFaith Matters
	We send out an email each Monday with the latest announcements, prayer requests and an inspirational piece and a Call to Worship on Fridays. Subscribe by sending an email to david@roxburychurch.org.
	Church Website
	The Church’s website, roxburychurch.org, is chock-full of information and events. There are resources for the journey of life as well as pictures of our common life and links to related sites.
	Facebook
	Our church’s presence in social media is on facebook.com/roxburychurch
	Here you will find another source of information and news as well as shared topics of religious and spiritual interest.
	Meeting Minutes & Reports Board
	This special bulletin board is on the landing just outside the Office Library area. On it are posted the latest minutes and reports for all committees as well as financial reports.
	As always, if you are seeking some information, please ask, as we strive to be as transparent and open as possible.
	Word & Sacrament for November 2020
	First Sundays = Communion - Second Sundays = Children’s Sermon
	Third Sundays = Faith Stories - Fourth Sundays= Mission Moments
	Deacons of the Month: Mike Wilcox & Ray Fitch
	Underlined scriptures are for Lay Readers
	Sunday, November 1
	Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
	All Saints Sunday
	Psalm 107: 1-7, 33-37; Matthew 23: 1-12
	Greeters:
	Reader:
	Flowers:
	Sunday, November 8
	Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
	Psalm 78: 1-7; Matthew 25: 1-13
	Greeters:
	Reader:
	Flowers:
	Sunday, November 15
	Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
	Stewardship Sunday
	Psalm 123; Matthew 25: 14-30
	Greeters:
	Reader:
	Flowers:
	Sunday, November 22
	Thanksgiving Sunday
	Psalm 100; Matthew 25: 31-46
	Greeters:
	Reader:
	Flowers:
	Sunday, November 29
	First Sunday of Advent
	Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19; Mark 13: 24-37
	Greeters:
	Reader:
	Flowers:
	Santa Fund 2020
	This year the Santa Fund will have a different format. We will be collecting gloves, mittens, and hats. All sizes acceptable.  There will be a basket in the narthex where you can leave these new but unwrapped gifts any time before the 6th of December....
	The Prayer Shawl Ministry
	The Prayer Shawl Ministry, begun here in 2009, has involved a number of people knitting together once a month at the monthly meeting at church, or by themselves. Each Prayer Shawl is prayerfully crafted into a warming gift, given to a person in need, ...
	We are in need of some more Prayer Shawls to have on hand, there are easy to use patterns available. When you create one, be sure to let the church office know and we can bless it during worship and have it ready when the need arises.
	If you know of someone who may like receiving a prayer shawl and yet to receive one, please speak with Rev. Peters.
	For help with creating Pocket Prayer Squares, please speak with Jan Steers, 860-354-7210.
	Our United Church of Christ Camp and Retreat Center, in nearby Sharon, CT.
	www.silverlakect.org
	Get all your questions answered about how we will have fun, make new friends, and be safe.
	TWO SPECIAL ZOOM SESSIONS
	Thursday, Nov. 5, 7 pm Saturday, Nov. 7, 9 am
	To register, visit www.silverlakect.org/campsessions
	*****
	Church Master Calendar
	Because the church is busy, and use of the buildings by community groups has also increased dramatically, we have posted a master calendar of activities in the Church Library.  Before you schedule a meeting or change a date, please check this calendar...
	And please write your meeting on the calendar, or remove it if your plans change
	Roxbury Congregational Church
	Relational Covenant:
	Every one of us is an essential part of our church community.
	We will open our hearts and minds to one another.
	We will let God’s love flow through us.
	We will focus on God’s word.
	We will speak honestly and respectfully.
	We will speak to principles rather than personalities.
	We will seek to do God’s work.
	AmazonSmile
	Do you shop on Amazon.com? If so, eligible purchases can generate 0.5% back to our church.  Go to smile.amazon.com to find out more!  There is also a link on the the church’s website: roxburychurch.org
	Used Toner Cartridges
	& LaBonne's Receipts
	The church has been collecting used toner cartridges since 2008 to return to Staples for church credit.  It started out being $3 for each cartridge, now it is $2.  Since 2008, I've returned 960 cartridges!  They only take 10 per month,  and sometimes ...
	That is a lot of credit dollars for the church, so keep those cartridges coming.  There is a box for them in the coat closet in fellowship hall.
	On another note, don't forget to bring in those LaBonne's receipts for their Cash for Charities Rebate Program.  There's a box for them in Fellowship Hall.  I collect them, tabulate them, and when I have about $56,000 worth, I bring them to LaBonnes a...
	.
	Church Newsletter Deadline for the December issue: November 15th
	Leadership Listing
	(All 860- unless noted)
	(All 860- unless noted)
	Ministers: The Congregation
	Moderator: Brian Neff, 354-3177
	Clerk: Patricia Fraley, 868-0051
	Treasurer: Cathy Racz, 799-0180
	Collector: Heidi Neff, 354-3177
	Deacons: Mike Wilcox, 354-8821
	Trustees: Charlie Meade, 354-1274
	Stewardship: Colby Kalisher, 355-8012
	Missions: Barbara Biafore,799-6501
	Fellowship: Jeanne Steers, 354-7484
	Pastoral Relations: Pat Fraley, 868-0051
	Men’s Group: Charlie Stauffacher, 354-1274
	Youth Group: Barb Cover, (203) 788-5823
	Historian: Dale Pinchbeck, 355-4297
	Librarian: Joan Temple, 350-0529
	Secretary/Newsletter: Nancy Glover, 355-1978
	Minister of Music: Sandra Kleisner, 868-9040
	Custodian: Bruce Rossiter
	Pastor: The Rev. David F. Peters,
	office: 355-1978     home:  355-8830
	david@roxburychurch.org
	Roxbury Congregational Church, UCC
	24 Church Street
	Roxbury, CT 06783
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